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Matlovich  Attacked,  Millett  Reads  at  GAU 


‘Largest  Conference  Ever’ 


By  John  Kyper 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  Academic 
Union  (GAU)  held  its  third  annual 
conference  in  New  York  City,  at 
Columbia  University,  over  the  Thanks¬ 
giving  weekend.  The  three-day  confer¬ 
ence  was  attended  by  a  thousand 
people  from  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

The  opening  session  on  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  featured  Dolores  Klaich,  author  of 
Woman  Plus  Woman,  and  Tony 
Russo.  T/Sgt.  Leonard  Matlovich  had 
been  scheduled  to  address  the  opening 
session  and  a  workshop  on  gays  and 
the  military,  but  he  did  not  appear. 

Nevertheless,  two  broadsides  critical 
of  Matlovich’s  support  for  the  military 
were  circulated.  One  was  entitled  “Gay 
Liberation  or  Civil  Rights?”  and  was 
signed  by  a  group  of  New  York  gays, 
including  dramatist  Jonathan  Katz. 
Another  was  circulated  by  Maverick 
editor  Mikhail  Francis  Itkin  and  read 
in  part:  “It  is  my  firm  and  unequivocal 
contention  that  no  person,  Gay  or 
non-Gay,  has  the  right  to  be  a  mur¬ 
derer.  The  Armed  Forces  and  Armed 
Constabulary  of  the  world  is  nothing 
but  the  organization  of  murderers, 
given  the  blessings  and  sanction  of  the 


state.” 

The  conference  featured  over  fifty 
workshops,  including:  lesbian  music, 
religion,  economic  oppression  of  gays, 
lesbian  mind  and  body,  civil  liberties, 


media,  gay  psychological  counseling, 
prison,  publishing  gay  books,  patch- 
work  majority,  gay  history,  student 
struggles,  S&M,  gay  archives,  gays  as 
parents,  pioneers  and  prophets,  gay 


asthetic.  Also,  the  gay  caucuses  of 
several  professional  organizations  me 
during  the  conference. 

Cultural  presentations  were  heli 
during  both  evenings  of  the  confer 
ence.  Performers  included  Jade  an< 
Sarsaparilla,  Miles  Fusco,  Paul  Wag 
ner,  Kay  Gardner,  and  Women  Like 
Me. 

A  second  general  session  during 
Saturday  afternoon  featured  John 
Money,  professor  of  medical  psychol¬ 
ogy  and  pediatrics  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University.  Money  discussed  transsex¬ 
ualism  and  the  differentiation  of  gen¬ 
der  in  developing  human  beings. 

The  program  also  included  a  work¬ 
shop  on  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  Gays, 
the  first  such  workshop  at  a  GAU 
conference.  But  members  of  the  audi¬ 
ence  were  angered  at  its  exclusively 
sexual  direction  that  avoided  the 
thornier  issues  of  gay  racism  and  poli¬ 
tics.  A  consequence  was  the  formation 
of  a  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  Caucus. 

Another  source  of  criticism  was  the 
organization  of  the  conference.  Ad¬ 
vance  registrants  received  no  advance 
program,  or  even  acknowledgement  of 
their  registration  or  notices  of  what 
hall  at  Columbia  where  the  conference 

(Continued  on  page  7) 


Coordinators  of  the  Gay  Academic  Union  conference  talk  with  the  press  in  New 
York  City  during  the  Thanksgiving  conference.  They  are  (1-r):  Louise  Crawford, 
James  Saslow,  Lucie  Arbuthnot,  Betty  Powell,  and  Tony  Russo. 

Photo  by  Bettye  Lane 


Marriage  Attempt  May  Go  to  Court 

“State  House”Couple 


METHUEN,  Mass.  —  Gerrie  Leary 
and  Jimmy  Sheridan,  two  gay  men 
who  were  married  across  from  the 
State  House  in  Boston  last  week,  ap¬ 
plied  for  and  were  denied  a  marriage 
license  at  the  town  hall  in  Methuen  on 
Thursday.  James  T.  Maloney,  town 
clerk,  refused  to  issue  a  license  to  the 
couple  claiming  that  the  legal  defini¬ 
tion  of  marriage  presupposes  a  woman 
and  a  man.  Leary  and  Sheridan  were 
accompanied  by  a  photographer  from 
the  Lawrence  Eagle  Tribune  as  they 
attempted  to  get  the  license.  They  are 
now  considering  taking  the  case  to 
court  in  order  to  “test”  the  marriage 


laws. 

BOSTON  —  In  the  blare  of  TV 
lights  and  cameras,  two  gay  men  were 
married  at  noon  last  Monday  in  front 
of  the  State  House  in  Boston.  Gerrie 
Leary,  34,  a  house-painter  by  profes¬ 
sion,  and  Jimmy  Sheridan,  24,  a  waiter 
at  Boston’s  Other  Side,  were  joined  in 
marriage  by  Rev.  Norman  A.  Hudon, 
Jr.,  a  minister  associated  with  the 
Church  of  Christ  Community  Church. 
Besides  a  large  contingent  of  reporters 
and  photographers  in  evidence,  about 
two  dozen  people  attended  the  cere¬ 
mony. 

The  couple  had  hoped  to  be  married 


Fail  To  Get  License 


on  the  actual  steps  of  the  State  House 
but  State  House  police  made  it  impos¬ 
sible.  Leary  claimed  that  police  had 
told  him  that  he  would  be  “arrested”  if 
he  crossed  the  street.  “They  had  no 
right  to  say  that,”  he  said.  “The  stair¬ 
way  there  is  a  public  stairway.”  The 
wedding  then  took  place  across  the 
street  with  “our  backs  to  the  State 
House.” 

Leary  attributed  the  small  number  of 
people  attending  the  wedding  to  the 
bad  weather  and  to  fear  of  public  ex¬ 
posure  on  television.  He  also  claimed 
that  the  police  had  told  people  that  the 
wedding  was  called  off. 


Leary  told  GCN  that  he  and  his  lover 
of  seven  months  had  married  “to 
prove  that  we  as  gay  people  should 
have  rights  and  do  as  we  please  ” 
“And  we  love  each  other,”  he  added. 
His  spouse,  Jimmy  Sherican,  said, 
“I’m  happier  than  I’ve  ever  been.  It’s 
about  time  that  people  realized  that 
homosexuals  are  people  too.” 

1  he  couple  now  possess  a  marriage 
certificate  issued  by  Rev.  Norman 
Hudon  on  behalf  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  Community  Church.  Hudon, 
the  founder  of  the  church  which  he 
claims  has  4500  members,  gay  and 
(Continued  on  page  7) 


Gay  couple  celebrates  at  Boston’s  Other  Side  after  their  marriage  across 
State  House.  At  right  are  the  couple,  Jimmy  Sheridan  and  Jerrie  Leary.  At  left  is 
the  friend  who  married  them,  Norman  Hudon.  Photo  by  Martha  Adams 


Woman  Guilty 
Of  Killing  Lover 


By  Sir  Edward  Clarke 

BOSTON  —  A  jury  in  Suffolk  Su¬ 
perior  Court  has  found  Shirley  Roberts 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third 
degree  in  the  stabbing  death  of  her 
lover,  Sandra  Burton,  on  Oct.  31, 
1974.  After  the  jury  returned  their 
guilty  verdict  on  Nov.  25,  Judge  Ruth 
Abrams  sentenced  Roberts  to  seven 
years  in  prison  of  which  she  will  only 
have  to  serve  four  months. 

The  woman  judge  decided  to  sus¬ 
pend  6  years  and  8  months  of  the 
sentence  because  Roberts  is  pregnnt 
and  her  baby  can  therefore  be  born 
outside  of  prison.  The  judge  also  made 
Roberts  promise  to  continue  high 
school  or  receive  some  job  training  as  a 
condition  for  the  probation.  Roberts’ 
first  trial  had  ended  in  a  mistrial  on 


Aug.  19  of  this  year. 

During  the  course  of  the  trial,  the  de¬ 
tective  who  answered  the  call  testified 
that  he  had  arrived  on  the  scene  on  the 
night  of  Oct.  31  to  find  the  victim  lying 
in  a  pool  of  blood.  He  reported  that 
before  he  even  had  a  chance  to  ask 
what  had  happened,  Shirley  told  him, 
“I’m  sorry  I  did  it.”  A  criminologist 
testified  at  the  trial  that  a  steak  knife 
was  the  weapon  used  and  that  it  had 
blood  on  it  as  well  as  a  slightly  bent 
edge. 

A  friend  of  Roberts  testified  to  her 
relationship  with  the  victim,  and  in  the 
course  of  testimony  their  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionship  was  brought  out.  Roberts 
testified  in  her  own  defense  during  the 
course  of  the  trial, 

Roberts  will  serve  her  sentence  at 
MCI  Framingham. 


news  notes 


IOLENT”  GAYS? 


WORCESTER  HOTLINE 

WORCESTER  —  Six  gay  volunteers 
are  currently  staffing  a  hotline  at  the 
Crisis  Center  in  Worcester.  The  staff 
will  be  on  duty  on  Saturday  nights 
from  10  a.m.  to  3  a.m.  on  Sunday 
mornings.  Gay  people  in  the  Worcester 
area  are  invited  to  drop  in  during  these 
times  at  the  Crisis  Center,  162  Chand¬ 
ler  St.,  or  to  phone  at  791-6562. 


Whirligig.  (Line 
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TIMES  COMES  OUT 

NEW  YORK  —  Charlotte  Curtis 
and  Roger  Wilkins,  members  of  the 
editorial  board  of  The  New  York 
Times,  participated  as  questioners  at  a 
Dec.  6  public  forum  sponsored  by  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force.  This  marks 
the  first  time  in  history  that  members 
of  the  “establishment”  media  have 
lent  their  names  to  a  gay-sponsored 
event. 

The  subject  of  the  forum,  held  at 
N.Y.U.  School  of  Medicine,  was  “The 
Relationship  of  the  Feminist,  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Movements,”  and  the  panel¬ 
ists  included  distinguished  representa¬ 
tives  of  all  three  groups.  They  were: 
Charlotte  Bunch,  lesbian-feminist  the¬ 
oretician  and  editor  of  Quest-,  Betty 
Powell,  Professor  of  Languages  at 
Brooklyn  College  and  Chairwoman, 
Gay  Academic  Union  Conference; 
Martin  Duberman,  Distinguished  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  History,  Lehman  College; 
Bert  Hansen,  Professor  of  history, 
SUNY,  Binghampton;  Kathy  Samuels, 
Project  Director,  Women’s  Action 
Alliance;  and  Ronni  Smith,  Director  of 
Management  Services,  N.Y.  State  Di¬ 
vision  of  Human  Rights.  Jean  O’¬ 
Leary,  NGTF  Legislative  Director,  was 
moderator. 

Wilkins,  civil  rights  specialist  at  the 
Times,  stated,  “I  am  participating  in 
this  event  because  1  support  both  the 
gay  movement  and  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment,  and  I  want  to  know  more  about 
them  and  help  them.” 
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SWEET  COMING 

NORTHAMPTON,  Mass.  —  A  les¬ 
bian  coffeehouse  called  Sweet  Coming 
has  opened  here.  The  coffeehouse,  lo¬ 
cated  at  200  Main  St.,  will  be  open 
every  Saturday  evening  at  8:00  p.m.  in 
order  to  provide  lesbians  with  a  space 
to  meet  with  each  other,  and  share 
music,  poetry,  and  other  creative  ex¬ 
pressions.  Food  and  drink  will  be 
available. 


SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  —  District  At¬ 
torney  Jon  K.  Holcombe  of  Canandai¬ 
gua  County  has  told  the  Lions  Club  of 
Syracuse  that  homosexuals  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  a  majority  of  violent  crimes, 
especially  homicides.  According  to  a 
story  in  the  Nov.  22  issue  of  the  Syra¬ 
cuse  Post-Standard,  Holcombe  told 
the  Hotel  Syracuse  gathering  that  it 
was  time  to  recognize  the  “clear  and 
present  danger  of  homosexuality.” 

Once  you  eliminate  murders  of 
persons  by  members  of  their  family 
and  murders  resulting  from  drinking, 
the  D.A.  claimed,  violent  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  by  gays  constitute  a  major 
portion  of  the  remaining  offenses. 
Holcombe  had  specialized  in  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  homicide  cases  when  he  was 
assistant  D.A. 

He  added  that  he  had  always  wanted 
to  do  a  study  of  the  relationships  of 
homosexuals  and  violent  crime  but  had 
“never  had  the  opportunity.” 


Sloth-bear. 


CAMPBELL  CANNED 

MIAMI  —  Gay  voter  apathy  was 
considered  a  major  factor  in  the  over¬ 
whelming  defeat  of  Jack  Campbell, 
president  of  the  Club  Bath  Chain 
(CBC),  in  his  race  to  unseat  Miami 
City  Commissioner  J.  L.  Plummer. 
Campbell,  who  ran  as  a  reform  can¬ 
didate  and  an  open  gay,  received  only 
4,703  votes  (19%)  to  Plummer’s  14,310 
(58%)  with  other  candidates  receiving 
5,516  votes. 

The  election  results  came  as  a  shock 
to  gay  forces  in  Miami.  “The  gay  vote 
just  didn’t  come  out.  I’ve  never  seen 
people  as  petrified  as  in  Miami,”  said 
Fran  Arango,  founder  of  GAY  Miami. 
“I’m  so  surprised  that  I’m  in  shock,” 
said  Sandy  Reewood  of  NOW’s  Les¬ 
bian  Task  Force. 

Campbell  himself  was  a  bit  more 
optimistic.  “We  have  not  lost,”  he 
said.  “There  will  be  other  elections.” 
When  asked  as  to  what  Miami’s  gay 
community  could  now  expect,  Camp¬ 
bell  said,  “If  the  election  Figures  reflect 
a  true  vote  there  will  be  a  cracking 
down;  however,  if  not,  then  the  status 
quo  will  continue.” 


Sing -•in*;. 


MERGING  PRESSES 
FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  The  Fort 
Worth  Community  News  and  the 
Dallas-based  newspaper  The  Channel 
announced  their  merger  recently.  Un¬ 
der  the  merger  agreement  of  the  two 
Texas  gay  newspapers,  the  Community 
News  will  maintain  its  own  office  and 
staff  but  will  now  be  responsible  only 
for  the  content  of  the  combined  pub¬ 
lication.  Channel  staffers  will  supervise 
production,  advertising  and  subscrip¬ 
tions. 


Printers*  Galley. 


GAY  TELEVISION 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  first  tele¬ 
vision  show,  produced,  created,  and 
moderated  by  gay  people,  will  make  its 
debut  on  Philadelphia’s  Channel  6  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  13  at  7:30.  The  show, 
called  “Out  Front,”  will  appear  for  a 
half-hour  on  the  local  ABC  affiliate, 
WPVI-TV.  The  program  is  being  co¬ 
sponsored  by  WPVI  and  the  Gay 
Media  Project  of  Philadelphia. 

The  topic  of  the  Dec.  13  show  will  be 
“Homophobia:  Society’s  Prejudice 
Against  Homosexuality,”  and  will 
feature  Dolores  Klaich  and  Dr.  Charles 
Silverstein  as  special  guests.  Moderat¬ 
ors  of  the  show  will  be  prominent 
Philadelphia  gay  liberationists  Barbara 
Gittings  and  David  Waldron. 

The  Gay  Media  Project  envisions  a 
series  of  shows  dealing  with  gay 
problems  and  are  tentatively  hoping  to 
put  ten  to  twelve  shows  together  in  the 
next  several  months.  However,  no 
dates  have  been  set  for  any  future 
shows,  although  the  Saturday  night 
time  slot  is  expected  to  be  kept. 

The  executive  producer  for  “Out 
Front”  is  Jon  Miller,  director  of  public 
affairs  for  WPVI.  Production  coordin¬ 
ators  are  Jan  Welch  and  John  Wiles  of. 
the  Gay  Media  Project.  For  more 
information  about  “Out  Front,”  write 
GMP,  Box  2186,  Philadelphia  19103. 


Prick-9purs  of  the  13th 
century. 


MEN’S  CENTER 

BOSTON  —  The  name  of  the  Gay 
Men’s  Center  newsletter,  The  Limp 
Fist,  caused  controversy  at  the  group’s 
most  recent  meeting.  A  man  who  had 
not  been  at  the  earlier  meetings  when 
the  name  was  decided  upon  stated  that 
he  was  mainly  involved  with  the  leather 
faction  of  the  gay  male  community, 
and  felt  that  the  name  The  Limp  Fist 
was  alienating  to  his  set.  He  stated  that 
the  word  “Limp”  would  make  him 
and  his  friends  uncomfortable.  The 
majority  of  men  present  felt  the  title  of 
the  monthly  newsletter  should  be  con-, 
sidered  further,  and  so  the  name  The' 
Limp  Fist  was  tabled  for  the  present. 
The  newsletter  committee  stated  that 
the  newsletter  would  still  come  out 
some  time  in  the  first  week  in  Decem¬ 
ber  under  the  provisonal  title,  The  Gay 
Men ’s  Center  Monthly  Newsletter. 

Also  discussed  at  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  was  plans  for  renovat¬ 
ing  the  new  headquarters,  located  at  36 
Bromfield  St.  Meetings  will  be  held 
every  Sunday  at  3:00  p.m. 


SAXE  IN  COURT 

BOSTON  —  Susan  Saxe,  revolu¬ 
tionary  feminist,  will  appear  in  Suffolk 
Superior  Criminal  Court  this  Tuesday 
at  a  pre-trial  hearing  requested  by  her 
lawyers.  The  hearing,  to  be  held  before 
Judge  McLaughlin,  will  consider  Saxe’s 
request  to  be  transferred  to  a  prison 
nearer  Boston,  possibly  Framingham. 


Australian  Bandicoot  ( Chtxropus  castanotis). 


POLICE  PROTEST 

SEATTLE  —  Fifty  members  of  the 
Union  of  Sexual  Minorities  picketed 
police  headquarters  last  month  in 
Seattle  to  protest  lack  of  police  protec¬ 
tion  of  gays,  police  harassment  of 
gays,  and  the  refusal  of  the  city’s  chief 
of  police,  Robert  Hanson,  to  meet  with 
them. 

The  action  emphasized  a  radical/ 
conservative  split  within  Seattle’s  gay 
community  as  the  Dorian  Group,  an 
organization  of  about  300  gay  busi¬ 
nessmen,  condemned  the  activist  tac¬ 
tics  of  the  protesters.  The  Dorian  Club 
president,  an  insurance  executive, 
claimed  that  all  the  picketers  were  ac¬ 
complishing  was  “embarassing”  the 
police  chief.  The  Dorian  Group  has 
been  praised  in  a  recent  article  in  the 
Advocate  as  the  “wave  of  the  future” 
in  terms  of  middle-class  gay  organiz¬ 
ing.  However,  more  radical  sectors  of 
the  Seattle  gay  community  have  seen 
the  group  as  “ultra-conservative”  and 
“anti-gay  liberation”  in  spirit. 

Taking  his  cue  from  the  community 
split,  the  police  chief  based  his 
rationale  on  refusing  to  meet  with  the 
protesters  on  the  statement  that  they 
were  “unrepresentative”  of  Seattle’s 
gay  community. 

RHODE 

ISLAND 

REPORT 

By  Ken 

PROVIDENCE  —  The  big  news  this 
week  for  Providence’s  gay  community 
is  the  very  important  gathering  called 
“Meet  GCS”  (Gay  Community  Serv¬ 
ices)  to  be  held  at  the  Gallery  Bar 
upstairs  on  Thursday,  Dec.  1 1 . 

This  gathering  will  be  more  or  less  a 
“Gay  Fair”  to  introduce  members  of 
the  gay  community  of  Rhode  Island  to 
the  various  organizations  and  their 
available  services.  It  is  hoped  that  each 
of  the  member  organizations  will  have 
an  area  set  up  to  provide  flyers, 
addresses,  and  phone  numbers  for 
information,  etc. 

Organizations  associated  with  Gay 
Community  Services  include  Alcohol¬ 
ics  Together,  the  Caban  Club,  Dignity 
of  Providence,  Fife  and  Drum,  Gay 
Women  of  Providence,  Health  Com¬ 
munity  Services,  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  of  Providence,  and  the 
Rhode  Island  College  Gay  Alliance. 

It  is  very  important  that  all  inter¬ 
ested  persons  make  every  effort  to 
attend  this  introductory  meeting. 
Please  set  aside  a  small  portion  of  your 
evening  Thursday  to  come  by,  rap  with 
friends,  and  “Meet  GCS.”  You  may 
find  that  you,  too,  will  be  infected  by 
the  virus  that  has  compelled  the  Provi¬ 
dence  groups  to  work  hard  for  the 
hope  and  promise  of  a  better  eay 
future! 
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Sen.  Kelly  Surprise  Sponsor 


Three  Mass.  Bills  Filed 


Sen.  Fred  Harris 


Harrington  Nod 
To  Fred  Harris 


BOSTON  —  Former  Oklahoma  Sen. 
Fred  Harris,  contender  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  presidential  nomination,  has  gar¬ 
nered  the  support  of  Congressman 
Michael  Harrington  of  Massachusetts 
as  well  as  five  state  legislators.  Har¬ 
rington,  who  endorsed  Harris  at  a  news 
conference  last  Thursday,  has  been  a 
sponsor  of  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Bill  (HR  5452). 

The  five  legislators,  who  pledged  to 
“do  everything  in  our  power  to  help 
Fred  Harris  win  the  1976  Massachu¬ 
setts  presidential  primary,”  are  Sen. 
Jack  Backman  (D-Brookline),  Sen. 
George  Rogers  (D-New  Bedford),  Rep. 
Timothy  Bassett  (D-Lynn),  Rep.  Garry 
Jones  (D-Middleborough),  and  Rep. 
Francis  LaPointe  (D-Chicopee).  Back- 
man,  Jones  and  LaPointe  have  all  been 
consistent  supporters  of  gay  rights 
legislation  at  the  State  House  while 
Rogers  and  Bassett  have  opposed  the 
bills. 

Harris  himself  has  indicated  his 
strong  support  of  the  Abzug  bill  and 
for  gay  civil  rights  protection. 


BOSTON  —  Three  gay  rights  bills 
for  consideration  during  the  1976 
session  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
were  filed  last  week.  The  list  of 
sponsors  of  the  legislation  was  the 
largest  and  most  influential  one  since 
the  Bay  State  gay  rights  effort  was 
begun  in  1973. 

The  legislation  is  almost  identical  to 
bills  filed  for  the  1975  session.  One 
measure  would  repeal  four  sections  of 
the  state’s  criminal  code  dealing  with 
private  sexual  behavior  between  con¬ 
senting  adults.  Another  bill  adds  “sex¬ 
ual  preference”  to  the  charter  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  to  ban  such  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  gays  in  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  public  accommodations,  credit, 
and  the  sale  of  insurance.  The  final 
bill,  filed  by  Rep.  Richard  E.  Landry 
(D-Waltham),  head  of  the  House 
Public  Service  Committee,  would  ban 
discrimination  against  gay  people  in 
state  civil  service  employment. 

State  representatives  sponsoring  one 
or  more  of  the  bills  are  Reps.  Elaine 
Noble  (D-Back  Bay),  Barney  Frank 
(D-Back  Bay),  Barbara  E.  Gray  (R- 
Framingham),  John  A.  Businger  (D- 
Brookline),  James  Segel  (D-Brookline), 
Melvin  H.  King  (D-South  End),  Royal 
L.  Bolling,  Jr.  (D-Mattapan),  Anne  C. 
Gannett  (R-Wayland),  Richard  E.  Ken¬ 
dall  (D-Falmouth),  James  E.  Smith  (D- 


Sen.  James  Kelly 

Lynn),  Doris  Bunte  (D-Roxbury),  Lois 
G.  Pines  (D-Newton),  James  G.  Col¬ 
lins  (D-Amherst),  Francis  W.  Hatch 
(R-Beverly),  Genevra  R.  Counihan  (D- 
Concord),  Paul  E.  Means  (D-Stone- 
ham),  Laurence  R.  Buxbaum  (D- 
Sharon),  Raymond  A.  Jordan  (D- 
Springfield),  Philip  W.  Johnston  (D- 
Marshfield),  David  J.  Mofenson  (D- 
Newton),  Richard  E.  Landry  (D-Wal- 
tham),  and  Max  Volterra  (D- Attle¬ 
boro). 

Senators  sponsoring  one  or  more  of 


the  gay  rights  bills  include  Sens.  Jack 
H.  Backman  (D-Brookline),  Robert  A. 
Hall  (R-Lunenberg),  Edward  L.  Burke 
(D-Framingham),  Bill  Owens  (D-Bos- 
ton)  and  Allan  R.  McKinnon  (D-Wey- 
mouth). 

A  new  senate  sponsor  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  was  Sen.  James  A.  Kelly  (D-Ox- 
ford),  who  chairs  the  legislature’s 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  powerful 
persons  in  the  State  House  today.  Sev¬ 
eral  senators  contacted  by  GCN  ex¬ 
pressed  surprise  upon  hearing  that 
Kelly  had  co-sponsored  the  gay  dis¬ 
crimination  bill,  and  indicated  that  his 
support  could  well  be  enough  to  move 
the  legislation  through  the  senate, 
where  it  was  defeated  by  only  two  votes 
this  May. 

Organizations  which  joined  in  spon¬ 
soring  the  measures  were  Gay  Legisla¬ 
tion  1976,  Americans  lor  Democratic 
Action,  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  The  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts,  Citizens  for  Participa¬ 
tion  in  Political  Action  (CPPAX),  and 
the  Boston  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of 
Bilitis. 

In  addition,  the  Greater  Boston 
chapter  of  the  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
mittee,  acting  on  a  near-unanimous 
vote  of  its  board  of  directors  on  Dec.  3, 
also  co-sponsored  each  bill,  for  the 
first  time. 


Lef  t,  Labor  Protest  Anti-Gay  Bill 


PITTSBURGH,  Pa.  —  Chanting 
“Gay  and  Straight,  Gay  and  Straight, 
Organize  Against  the  State,”  some  125 
angry  demonstrators  marched,  in  a 
freezing  rain,  to  protest  against  anti¬ 
gay  legislation  being  introduced  in  the 
Pennsylvania  legislature.  The  demon- 


Hysteria  Hits  Bloomington 


BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  —  The  gay 
rights  issue  continues  to  polarize  this 
university  town  in  the  conservative 
Indiana  heartland.  The  reversal  under 
pressure  of  the  City  Building  In¬ 
spector’s  refusal  to  sign  a  permit  for  a 
gay  center  has  resulted  in  a  massive 
anti-gay  campaign  of  newspaper  and 
radio  advertisements,  letters  to  the 
editor,  and  church  petitions.  In  the 
midst  of  all  this  controversy,  the 
Bloomington  City  Council  will  vote  on 
a  gay  rights  ordinance  this  week. 

A  recent  full-page  advertisement  in 
the  Daily  Herald  Telephone  signed  by 
“names  of  some  of  the  more  than 
2,500  persons  who  signed  concurrences 
to  the  above  letter”  gives  an  example 
of  the  kinds  of  tactics  used  by  the  anti¬ 
gay  campaign.  The  ad  features  a  letter 
that  says,  “This  letter  is  being  written 
in  order  to  express  the  strongest 
possible  support  of  City  Inspector 
Donald  Christy,  who  has  refused  to 
sign  the  necessary  permits  for  the  use 
by  homosexuals  in  downtown  Bloom¬ 
ington  .  .  .  Mr.  Christy’s  position  is 
backed  by  the  full  weight  of  American 
law  and  tradition  ...  I  urge  the  Bloom¬ 
ington  community  to  deeply  consider 
the  clear-cut  choice  which  we  are 
facing  with  this  question,  and  to 
prayerfully  make  it  a  matter  of 
immediate  personal  decision:  to  shun 
the  sodomites  and  their  supporters,  to 
use  every  lawful  device  to  eliminate 
homosexual  activity  in  this  area,  and  to 
reeducate  our  community  to  the  stand¬ 
ards  set  forth  by  God.” 

Brian  de  St.  Croix,  pro-gay  member 


of  the  city  council  and  primary  mover 
of  the  reversal  of  the  gay  center  permit 
denial,  is  confident  that  the  gay  rights 
ordinance  will  pass  the  City  Council 
this  week.  “The  meeting  will  be  fair 
and  impartial  and  I’m  confident  that 
we’ve  got  the  votes,”  de  St.  Croix  told 
GCN.  He  noted  sarcastically  that  if  the 
ordinance  passes,  “there  will  be  panic 
in  Bloomington  as  the  Sodomites  take 
over  the  town.”  De  St.  Croix  also 
noted  that  the  “New  Horizon”  Gay 
Center  group  is  considering  suing  the 
local  newspaper  in  view  of  the  hysteri¬ 
cal  outpouring  of  letters  to  the  editor. 


stration,  in  protest  against  the  recent 
passage  of  Senate  Bill  196,  was  held  in 
front  of  the  Pennsylvania  state  office 
building  at  noon  on  Nov.  12. 

The  demonstration,  initiated  by  the 
Pittsburgh  chapter  of  the  New  Ameri¬ 
can  Movement  (NAM),  was  supported 
by  a  wide  variety  of  non-gay  organiza¬ 
tions  and  demonstrated  an  unusual 
degree  of  support  for  gay  rights  by 
straight  organizations.  Among  the  co¬ 
sponsors,  along  with  NAM,  were  the 
Pennsylvania  Social  Services  Union, 
Local  668;  the  Pennsylvania  National 
Organization  for  Woman  (NOW),  and 
the  Pittsburgh  Gay  Political  Caucus. 
Seventeen  other  organizations,  includ¬ 
ing  civil  liberties,  religious,  feminist, 
socialist,  and  labor  groups  endorsed 
the  demonstration. 

The  bill  itself,  which  barred  gay 
people  from  ho  lding  jobs  in  the  public 
services,  has  already  died  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  legislature  after  only  one 
house  was  able  to  override  Governor 
Milton  Shapp’s  veto.  However,  an¬ 
other  bill,  similar  in  content,  over¬ 
whelmingly  passed  the  state  Senate  two 
weeks  ago. 


In  a  press  release,  the  New  American 
Movement  stated,  this  bill  “represents 
an  escalation  of  the  recent  wave  of  gov¬ 
ernment  repression  against  the  Gay 
community  nationally  ...  As  the  con¬ 
tradictions  and  crises  of  capitalism  in¬ 
crease,  we  can  expect  more  and  more 
of  this  kind  of  sexist  legislation,  aimed 
at  bolstering  the  nuclear  family,  one  of 
the  basic  institutions  of  capitalist 
society.  The  recent  defeat  of  the  ERA 
in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  is  clearly 
part  of  that  reactionary  backlash 
against  the  progressive  aspects  of  the 
women’s  and  gay  liberation’s  move¬ 
ments.  However,  we  can  also  expect 
more  and  more  people,  representing  a 
variety  of  organizations  and  interests, 
to  band  together  in  protest  against  such 
moves,  and  to  demand  the  right  to 
control  their  lives  —  sexually,  econom¬ 
ically,  and  politically  —  as  they  did  in 
Pittsburgh  this  month. 

The  New  American  Movement, 
whose  aim  is  to  build  a  Socialist  party 
in  the  U.S.,  has  chapters  throughout 
the  country  and  has  a  strong,  active 
gay  caucus. 


Murder  Suspect  Held  Without  Bail 


By  Rick  Paquette 

CAMBRIDGE  —  Ronald  C. 
Hutchinson,  32,  of  Irving  Street,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  Bridge  Street,  Beverly,  is 
being  held  without  bail  for  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  grand  jury  on  a  murder 
charge  in  the  beating  death  of  a  man  at 
a  well-known  Cambridge  cruising  area. 
Hutchinson  was  charged  Dec.  3  in  the 
Cambridge  District  Court  with  the 
death  of  Walter  H.  Flanagan,  48,  of 
Massachusetts  Avenue  in  Cambridge. 

Flanagan  had  been  found  critically 
injured  in  the  cruising  area  near  the 
Larz  Anderson  Bridge.  He  was  dis¬ 
covered  at  2:35  a.m.  on  July  17  lying 
on  a  blanket  near  the  river,  severely 
beaten,  and  taken  to  Mt.  Auburn 
Hospital  where  he  died  July  19  at  9 
a.m.  from  “serious  head  injuries”  (see 


GCN  Vol.  3,  No.  6).  This  was  corrob¬ 
orated  at  the  hearing  by  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  Detective  Richard 
Nagle. 

Donald  Clark,  31,  a  1965  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Washington, 
testified  that  he  and  Hutchinson  had 
gone  to  the  cruising  area  “to  roll  some 
gay  people”  to  get  more  money  for 
drinking.  They  had  been  drinking  all 
day  and  had  run  out  of  money.  Clark 
further  stated  that  he  had  fallen  asleep 
near  the  bridge  and  later  Hutchinson 
told  him  that  he  had  “whacked” 
someone,  attempted  to  apply  first  aid 
to  the  victim,  and  then  called  the 
police. 

GCN  will  continue  to  follow  the 
case,  scheduled  for  the  December 
sitting  of  the  Middlesex  County  grand 
jury. 


CONTRIBUTE  TO  GCN 


The  above  thermometer  will  weekly  show  GCN's  progress 
towards  solvency  in  1976.  The  main  source  of  additional 
income  will  be  generated  by  a  series  of  benefits  which 
began  last  month  and  will  continue  until  January.  You 
can  contribute  simpiy  by  attending  If  you  are  unable  to 
attend  or  wish  to  make  a  larger  donation  we  are  also 
encouraging  people  to  send  contributions  to: 

SOLVENCY  76 
GCN 

22  BROMFIELD  ST 
BOSTON.  MASS  02106 

Help  us  make  our  dream  a  reality! 
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ber,  it's  your  paper. 
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NEED  OF  THE  WEEK 


GCN  has  created  a  new  divis¬ 
ion!  We  are  starting  our  own 
distribution  company  which  will 
handle  Gay  Community  News,  A 
Gay  Person’s  Guide,  and  other 
publications. 

We  need  a  dynamic  person 
with  energy  and  ideas  to  spare, 
to  head  this  division.  Access  to  a 
vehicle  is  a  necessity. 

It  you  have  these  qualifica¬ 
tions,  call  Lester  at  617-426- 
4469  immediately. 
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LETTERS- 

Letters  to  the  Editor  should  be  200 
words  or  less.  All  letters  submitted  for 
publication  must  be  signed;  names  will 
be  withheld  upon  request.  GCN  retains 
the  right  to  edit  all  letters. 


lifeline  in  zoo 

Dear  Editor, 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  twofold,  first,  I’ve 
read  a  copy  of  your  publication  with  great 
interest.  Is  there  a  fund  that  could  pay  for  a 
regular  subscription  to  your  paper?  I  would 
enjoy  receiving  same. 

I’m  an  inmate  at  the  Nevada  State  prison;  our 
wages  here  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

The  second  request  is  to  write  to  liberal 
lesbians.  Since  my  confinement  and  going  over 
my  past  life  a  number  of  facts  have  come  to  view 
in  my  being.  This  is  the  reason  for  this  request. 

A  brag,  but  fact,  I’ve  not  the  average  concept 
of  a  convict.  This  is  my  first  and  last  time  behind 
bars.  Before  here  I  owned  and  operated  a  gaming 
casino.  I  was  a  business  man  for  17  years. 

As  you  may  be  well  aware,  mail  is  a  lifeline  in  a 
zoo  like  this.  I’m  hoping  to  find  new  and  sincere 
friends  through  this  request. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  time  and 
consideration  in  this  request. 

I’m  hoping  this  letter  finds  you  and  yours  in 
the  best. 

Would  you  take  time  to  answer  this  letter,  or 
send  along  any  suggestions  you  may  have? 

A  point  of  interest,  our  mail  is  not  read  in  or 
out  of  here. 

Thanks  again. 

Sincerely, 

Bob  Sheridan 
P.O.  Box  2247 
Carson  City,  Nev.  89701 

‘paragraph 

175' 

Dear  Editor, 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  fine  article  by 
Allen  Young  on  “Magnus  Hirschfeld.”  I  first 
learned  about  Dr.  Hirschfeld  from  an  article 
published  during  the  past  year  in  the  German 
monthly  magazine  him.  (I  recently  returned  from 
15  months  in  Germany  where,  in  my  opinion, 
him  is  an  eloquent  voice  of  the  homosexual 
emancipation  movement  in  Germany.)  I  believe 
it  is  a  great  encouragement  for  us  to  learn  more 
about  the  pioneers  of  gay  liberation  and  to  know 
of  the  accomplishments,  whether  in  gay  lib  or 
elsewhere,  of  contemporary  gay  people.  They 
should  be  encouraged  to  speak  out.  As  the  film 
director  Rosa  van  Praunheim  (“It’s  not  the 


homosexual  who  is  perverse,  but  the  situation  in 
which  he  lives”)  said  in  a  recent  interview  (him, 
November  1975):  “The  anxiety  of  the  homosex¬ 
ual  is  of  course  understandable,  but  that  doesn’t 
help  the  emancipation  of  homosexuals  in  general 
or  of  the  individual.  Let  those  who  can  most 
afford  it  begin  by  admitting  their  homosexuality, 
those  in  the  liberal  professions.  They  can,  so  to 
speak,  break  the  ice  for  the  others.” 

But  the  real  reason  I  am  writing  is  to  correct  an 
impression  that  may,  unintentionally  I’m  sure, 
have  been  given  in  the  article  in  GCN.  In  describ¬ 
ing  Hirschfeld’s  political  activity,  Young  men¬ 
tions  “a  petition  campaign  designed  to  repeal  the 
German  laws  against  homosexuality  (Para¬ 
graph  175,  still  a  part  of  German  law  today).”  I 
would  like  to  point  out  that,  while  there  still  is  a 
“Paragraph  175”  (and  I  regret  that  I  am  unable 
to  quote  it),  it  has  been  greatly  revised  in  recent 
years,  so  that  sex  between  consenting  adults  is 
now  legal.  This  change  has  been  brought  about 
in  large  part  by  the  activities  of  the  various 
so-called  Homosexual  Action  Groups  through¬ 
out  (WestJ  Germany. 

Yours  in  gay  solidarity, 

H.  C.  Kennedy 

mad  over  poor 
coverage 

Dear  GCN, 

Your  poor  coverage  of  Robert  Shaughnessy’s 
death  makes  me  angry!  The  Nov.  22  issue  states 
that  he  committed  suicide.  The  source  of  this 
information  is  not  given,  nor  is  sufficient 
evidence  given  to  support  such  a  conclusion. 
Being  “found  hanging  by  a  bedsheet  from  the 
door  of  his  cell”  does  not  rule  out  murder.  GCN 
has  supported  a  “critical”  look  at  our  “criminal 
justice”  procedures.  Doesn’t  Shaughnessy’s  in¬ 
teraction  with  this  system  require  the  same 
scrutiny  as  that  of  Joanne  Little  or  Susan  Saxe? 
I’m  afraid  that  his  “enemy  status”  as  the 
possible  murderer  of  gays  caused  the  subjectivity. 

Controversy  over  gay  bars  and  their  policies 
continue  to  appear  in  GCN.  As  we  debate  over 
who  is  most  discriminating  and  who  is  most  en¬ 
couraging  of  “straight  tourism.”  1  think  there 
are  things  we  should  keep  in  mind.  Whether  we 
choose  to  visit  a  “watering  hole”  every  night,  on 
weekends,  or  hardly  ever  let’s  remembers  that 
bars  are  businesses.  The  varying  policies  the  bars 
establish  are  more  likely  to  be  efforts  at  making 
the  greatest  profit,  rather  than  love  or  hate  of 
gay  people.  We  are  becoming  the  “in”  minority 
group  which  means  many  more  “straight”  estab¬ 
lishments  will  be  inviting  our  patronage.  As  gay 
people,  how  we  choose  to  respond  to  this  new 
‘acceptance”  I  don’t  care  to  judge.  Let’s  just  be 
aware  of  the  situation.  I’m  sure  the  bar  issues  are 
not  limited  or  unique  to  Boston. 

The  term  “homophobia”  is  becoming  so  over 
used  and  misapplied.  Dr.  George  Wineberg  first 
defined  it  as  “the  dread  of  being  in  close  quarters 
with  homosexuals.”  In  my  opinion  Meldrin 
Thomson  and  William  Loeb  are  homophobic, 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  is  not. 

In  Community, 

Bob  Palermino 


tell  it  like  it  is 

Dear  GCN, 

I’ve  heard  few  good  reports  about  the  new 
“gay”  bar  at  15  Lansdowne.  It’s  hard  to  tell  at 
first  if  it’s  truly  a  gay  spirited  establishment,  or 
just  another  two-faced  rip-off.  The  GRAC  group 
asked  to  tack  up  their  new  rhino  poster  to 
announce  the  many  activities  in  the  community 
and  were  refused.  All  the  other  Boston  bars  were 
happy  to  post  them.  Guess  that  tells  it  like  it  is! 

Don  Meuse,  GRAC 

human  writes 
commission 

Editor,  GCN, 

During  his  successful  bid  for  re-election  Mayor 
White  was  quoted  in  GCN  as  saying  that  he 
would  likely  appoint  a  gay  to  the  cities’  Human 
Rights  Commission.  At  a  reception  for  Beacon 
Hill  residents  given  by  the  Mayor  I  asked  him  for 
a  confirmation  of  his  statement.  He  said  that  it 
was  true. 

Wishing  to  be  considered  as  a  possible  candi¬ 
date  for  the  appointment,  I  telephoned  Repre¬ 
sentative  Barney  Frank  in  whose  district  I  live. 
Mr.  Frank,  a  former  aide  to  the  Mayor,  referred 
my  call  to  Representative  Noble,  suggesting  that 
the  Mayor  might  be  more  inclined  to  listen  to  her 
in  matters  of  this  type.  Despite  my  admiration  of 
Mr.  Frank  I  wondered  if  he  referred  his  black 
constituents  to  black  legislators. 

Several  days  later  I  telephoned  Elaine  Noble, 
Speaking  frankly  to  me,  she  said  that  she 
intended  to  forward  to  the  mayor  the  names  of 
one  or  two  women  for  his  consideration  to  the 
appointment.  She  said  she  would  not  send  along 
the  name  of  a  man  since  the  mayor  had 
previously  appointed  more  men  than  women  to 
jobs. 

As  a  firm  supporter  of  affirmative  action 
policies,  I  was  nonetheless  disturbed  by  our  con¬ 
versation.  By  its  own  admission  the  Human 
Rights  Office  is  presently  staffed  equally  by  men 
and  women.  Virtually  all  statistics  I  have  seen  on 
the  relative  numbers  of  gay  men  and  gay  women 
indicate  variously  that  the  former  outnumber  the 
latter  from  two  to  four  times  in  number.  It  might 
be  safe  to  assume  that  a  substantial  number  of 
complaints  to  the  Commission  would  be  from 
men. 

To  totally  remove  men  from  any  consideration 
for  this  important  position  by  Representative 
Noble  is,  in  my  judgment,  unfair  and  insensitive. 
There  are,  1  am  certain,  departments  within  this 
city’s  bureaucracy  where  women  have  been 
systematically  denied  employment.  Noble’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  achieve  a  healthier  balance  between  the 
sexes  should  be  directed  to  those  areas. 

The  Boston  gay  community  is  fortunate  to 
have  two  Representatives  of  such  fine  calibre. 
Both  will  continue  to  have  my  full  support. 

In  gay  love, 

name  withheld 
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natural 

beauty 

Dear  GCN, 

I  would  like  to  extend  a  prayerful  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  greeting  to  the  GCN  staff  and  your  many 
faithful  readers,  asking  that  I  be  included  in 
someone’s  special  prayers. 

I  often  wonder  how  many  comments  you 
received  regarding  the  affectionate  beauty  of  the 
Jade  and  Sarsaparilla  portrait.  To  me  it  shows 
the  natural  beauty  of  love. 

I  Love  You  GCN, 

Larry 

brudnoy's 

complaint 

Dear  GCN; 

•Mr.  Owen  Beall  (“Forum:  Gay  Liberation 
And/Or  David,”  Nov.  29)  reveals  the  aptness  of 
the  old  maxim:  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous 
thing.  Mr.  Beall  has  done  some  research,  but  not 
quite  enough.  Accordingly,  he  errs  on  fact  as 
well  as  on  interpretation;  although,  to  his  credit, 
he  quotes  me  accurately  (if,  sometimes,  out  of 
context)  and  grants  that  my  intention,  at  least,  is 
to  be  of  use  to  the  cause  of  gay  rights. 

As  a  longtime  summer  resident  of  Province- 
town,  where  (contrary  to  Mr.  Beall)  1  do  not 
review  restaurants  in  the  Advocate  —  I  do  that  in 
Boston  Magazine  —  1  undertook  at  the  Advo¬ 
cate  editor’s  suggestion  to  write  a  tongue-in- 
cheek  piece  on  P’town  After  Dark.  In  which  I 
joked  broadly  about  the  post-bar  cruising  scene, 
gaining  for  my  pains  an  enthusiastic  endorse¬ 
ment  from  literally  dozens  of  gay  persons  who 
thought  I  captured  that  scene  accurately,  if  satir¬ 
ically.  Mr.  Beall  missed  the  point,  which  was 
neither  patronizing  nor  insulting  to  gay  persons. 

At  some  peril  to  my  own  career  in  conservative 
journals  and  politics,  1  have  for  years  consist¬ 
ently  supported  gay  rights,  writing  not  only  in 
National  Review  but  also  in  The  New  York 
Times  Book  Review,  the  Op-Ed  page  of  The  New 
York  Times,  New  Guard,  Free  Campus  News, 
The  Alternative,  and  my  nationally  syndicated 
political  column,  articles  which  would  win  the 
endorsement  of  GCN  and  the  Los  Angeles  Advo¬ 
cate  (where,  incidentally,  some  of  my  stuff  in 


'  rightw  ing  magazines  has  been  quoted  favorably). 
For  Mr.  Beall  to  know  about  all  this  other  stuff 
would  be  an  unreasonable  expectation,  unless,  as 
I  doubt  is  the  case,  he  has  elected  to  make  a 
career  of  following  mine.  1  mention  it,  however, 
lest  GCN  readers  assume  that  Mr.  Beall  has 
exhausted  my  writings  on  the  subject  dear  to 
GCN" s  friends,  among  whom  I  count  myself. 

Nor  do  I  “uncriticaljly]  lump  together  homo¬ 
sexuals,  blacks,  and  women.”  I  am  (I  believe)  the 
only  nationally  known  conservative  writer  to 
endorse  the  ERA,  and  at  Yale  in  the  ’50s  I  re¬ 
cruited  for  the  NAACP  and  participated  in  the 
first  student  march  (in  Washington)  on  behalf  of 
civil  rights  —  1959.  I  interrupted  my  graduate 
work  at  Harvard  in  the  mid-60s  to  teach  at  a  . 

i  ! 


ROMAN  VICTORY. 


Negro  college  in  Houston  (Texas  Southern 
University)  and  have  published  extensively  on 
Negro  history.  I  am  not,  in  short,  ignorant  of  the 
different  natures  of  the  black,  women’s,  and  gay 
plights,  nor  am  I  some  sort  of  johnny-come- 
lately  to  these  concerns.  Possibly  Mr.  Beall  was 
still  playing  with  tinkertoys  while  I  was  on  the 
front  lines  on  behalf  of  causes  he  champions. 

Mr.  Beall  notes  my  “bemused  complacency,” 
which  he  finds  “shocking  but  hardly  surpris¬ 
ing.”  I’ve  not  the  foggiest  idea  what  he’s  talking 
about.  I  do  know  that  I’m  not  bemused,  or  even 
amused,  by  Mr.  Beall’s  unfortunate  yanking 
from  context  a  line  about  homosexuals  suffering 
the  torments  of  the  damned.  That  is  from  a  piece 
in  which  1  condemn  conservatives  for  wanting 
homosexuals  to  feel  themselves  sick.  Clearly,  1 


believe  homosexuality  is  neither  an  illness  nor  a 
vice,  and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  tragic  facts 
of  American  life  that  millions  —  dozens  of  mil¬ 
lions  —  of  Americans  want  to  inflict  their  mis¬ 
understandings  and  lack  of  empathy  on  the 
homosexual  minority. 

Which  brings  us  to  libertarianism,  a  subject 
Mr.  Beall  fails  to  comprehend.  Libertarians  (and 
libertarian-conservatives  like  me)  believe  first 
and  foremost  in  individual  rights,  in  minimal 
government,  in  freedom  for  everyone  to  “do  his 
own  thing”  non-coercively.  How  much  more 
straightforward  need  I  be,  before  Mr.  Beall  will 
get  the  point?  Says  Beall:  “[Biudnoy]  is  the  per¬ 
fect  example  of  a  man  who  will  tolerate  people  so 
long  as  it  is  provided  that  those  people  want  to  be 
like  him.”  Understand  this,  Mr.  Beall:  Brudnoy 
is  an  example  of  a  man  who  detests  the  very 
concept  of  “toleration,”  and  who  urges  that  all 
of  us  be  legally  free  to  do  whatever  we  want  to  do 
so  long  as  we  do  not  aggress  against  others. 
Period.  Transsexuals  do  not  want  to  be  like  me,  I 
presume;  but  1  support  their  desire  to  be  treated 
fairly  by  the  law  and  considerately  by  the  rest  of 
us.  That’s  one  example;  others  are  legion. 

Mr.  Beall’s  final  couple  of  paragraphs  are 
virtually  incomprehensible,  at  least  to  me.  He 
labels  me  “paternalist”  but  proves  nothing  of 
the  sort,  and  then  he  ramples  off  into  a  pop-soci¬ 
ology  rap  which,  frankly,  1  must  call  meaning¬ 
less.  When  on  rare  occasion  in  those  concluding 
paragraphs  he  gets  specific,  he  errs:  e.g.,  he 
mumbles  something  about  “gays,  who  you  will 
remember,  Mr.  Brudnoy  has  condemned  because 
they  always  talk  to  each  other  and  never  to 
straights.”  Where  on  earth  does  he  gather  that 
little  gem  from?  Oh  yes,  I  remember:  from  a  mis¬ 
reading  of  my  summer  Provincetown  Advocate 
piece.  Too  bad  Mr.  Beall  hasn’t  done  a  better  job 
of  research,  else  he  would  have  struck  that  bit, 
and  many  others,  from  his  piece. 

Well,  I  am  a  “thinkagogue,”  in  Mr.  Beall’s 
grotesque  neologism,  which  means  to  Beall  that 
libertarianism  is  a  “patronizing,  self-serving  and 
empty  philosophy.”  If  it  is  empty,  so  is  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  the  classic  libertar¬ 
ian  statement.  If  i(  is  self-serving,  how  come  the 
Libertarian  party  support  —  unique  among 
serious  politic?''  movements  in  this  country  —  for 
total  rights  for  ^,-y  persons?  (See  “Libertarians 
Meet,”  page  9,  GCN,  Nov.  29.)  If  it  is  patroniz¬ 
ing,  whence  arises  the  libertarian  insistence  upon 
total  equality  under  law  for  all? 

1  see  no  contradiction  between  my  libertarian- 
conservatism  ajjd  my  wholehearted  support  for 
equal  rights  for  all  persons  under  the  law,  and  1 
shall  leave  it  to  GCN  readers  to  judge  for 
themselves. 

Sincerely, 

David  Brudnoy 


humorous 

nightlife 

portrayal 

To  the  Editor: 

Good  God,  how  could  Owen  D.  Beall  (Forum, 
Nov.  29  GCN)  possibly  have  thought  David 
Brudnoy  was  being  serious  in  his  humorous 
portrayal  of  Provincetown  nightlife  which  was 
printed  in  my  newspaper  last  summer?  Beall 
quotes  from  this  story,  and  from  other 
humorous  articles  as  if  these  were  a  statement  of 
Brudnoy’s  personal  philosophy.  Then  he  goes  on 
to  criticize  this  material  with  a  deadly  serious¬ 
ness,  attempting  to  prove  that  Brudnoy  is  “idle 
and  self-serving.” 

Brudnoy  is  doing  his  best,  through  humor,  to 
relieve  some  of  the  tension  between  gay  and 
straight  people.  And  that,  Mr.  Beall,  is  far  more 
constructive  than  bitter  attacks  by  gay  people  on 
each  other. 

Dan  Boynton 
Publisher 

Provincetown  Advocate 

o'l  queen's 
yarn 

Dear  GCN, 

Can  you  do  a  big  favor  for  me  and  ask  arounc 
and  see  if  anyone  would  care  to  send  this  Queen 
some  knitting  yarn.  It’s  my  hobby  and  1  am  oul 
and  can’t  get  anymore  here,  thus  I  must  gc 
outside  for  it.  If  you  can  find  anyone  who  will, 
please  tell  them  that  I’ll  make  them  a  beautiful 
poncho  if  they  send  me  the  yarn.  Please  note  m> 
address. 

Love  and  Pride  the  Gay  Way, 

Anthony  (Tina)  T.  Smith 
Chairman — A.E.O. 
PMB-7I437-Camp  “A” 

Angola,  La.  70712 
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A  Cruise  Bar 


SUNDAY  BRUNCH  eating  &  drinking 


16  BLAGDEN  ST.,  BOSTON 


next  door  to  Styx 


TEL.  266-7778 
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to 


JIM  WALSH 

and 

ROBIN  BARRETT 

tefyeip  carpi  pg  nuptials 


December  14,  1975 

Best  of  everything. 

Your  friends, 

Ronni©  and  Bob 
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NEW  YORK  REVELATIONS 


By  Tony  Russo 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  Academic 
Union  (G.A.U.)  held  its  third  annual 
conference  last  week  in  New  York. 
With  more  than  a  thousand  people  in 
attendance,  the  conference  became  the 
largest  gay  conference  ever  to  be  held. 

At  the  opening  session,  Delores 
Klaich  (author  of  “Women  Plus 
Woman”)  and  I  spoke.  Klaich  spoke 
of  the  importance  of  politics  in  one’s 
personal  life.  Parenthetically,  I  talked 
of  the  importance  of  community 
within  the  gay  movement.  The  speeches 
were  a  good  start  of  the  70  panels  and 
workshops  which  followed. 

As  planner  and  speaker  at  the  con¬ 
ference  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  accurate 
appraisal  of  the  rest  of  the  conference. 
People  tell  me  it  was  well  organized. 
From  my  end,  it  seemed  chaos. 
However,  the  panels  I  attended  seemed 
well  organized.  All  panels,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  were  opened  to  both 
men  and  women.  The  one  exception 
drew  sufficient  controversy  at  the  con- 


fly  Wayne  April 

DURHAM  —  A  little  over  four 
weeks  have  passed  since  the  New 
Hampshire  Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
the  University  of  New  Hampshire  Gay 
Students  Organization  has  as  much 
right  to  hold  social  functions  as  any 


GAU  Conf. 


(Continued  from  page  1) 


would  be  held.  New  Englanders,  par¬ 
ticularly,  were  irked  by  the  New  York 
orientation  of  both  the  conference  and 
the  GAU  organization.  The  Saturday 
night  dance  ended  suddenly  at  1  a.m., 
without  explanation  or  apology.  In 
addition,  the  GAU’s  business  meeting 
was  held  at  9:30  on  Sunda^  morning, 
hardly  a  time  to  insure  maximum 
participation. 

Possibly  the  high  point  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  Kate  Millett’s  reading 
from  an  unpublished  manuscript.  Sev¬ 
eral  hundred  people  crowded  into  the 
lounge  to  witness  an  intense  reading, 
during  Saturday  evening. 
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TV-Radio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 
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Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

IS  Revere  St.,  Beacon  Hill,  Boston 
Tel.  523-2187 


DISCOTHEQUE 


MAINLY  MEN 
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behind  the  Public  Library 
Boston 


Tel.  247-3910 


Ex-WAC  Debbie  Watson  and  Jean 
O’Leary  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  chat  during  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  conference 

Photo  by  Bettye  Lane 


ference  because  of  the  panelists’  last 
minute  decision  not  to  allow  men. 

Of  noteworthy  interest  was  a 
play  by  Loretta  Lotman  entitled 
“Trans-Lesbianic  Follies.”  The  play 
was  a  comment  on  the  seriousness  of 
the  straight-lined  Lesbian  Movement. 
Skits  such  as  a  Lesbian  Emily  Post 
talking  about  the  do’s  and  don’t’s  of  ; 
Lesbian  politics  and  an  invisible  Les¬ 
bian  talking  to  the  press  were  used  to 
show  the  absurdity  of  our  political 
realities.  Needless  to  say,  the  skits 
caused  tremendous  controversy  among 
some  Lesbians  and  as  a  result  several 
women  walked  out  in  protest.  Even 
one  of  the  performers  stopped  in  the 
middle  of  her  act,  claiming  that  she 
agreed  with  the  women  who  walked 
out  and  thus  could  not  continue.  Then 
the  lights  went  on  and  Lotman  came 
out  and  gave  the  audience  helL  She 
told  the  audience  that  she  would  go 
back  stage  to  try  to  convince  the  per¬ 
formers  to  continue.  She  did  convince 


them  and  the  show  continued.  After  it 
was  over,  Lotman  received  a  standing 
ovation. 

On  Sunday  the  conference  toned 
down  quite  a  bit.  There  was  a  business 
meeting  and  15  people  were  elected  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  G.A.U. 
These  were:  Art  Addington,  Billy 
Blendsve,  Alana  Collos,  Louise  Craw¬ 
ford,  James  Daw  ley,  Wayne  Dynes, 
Michael  Fischer,  Walter  Forey,  Pat 
Flynn,  Ann  Gregory,  Jim  Levin,  David 
Roggensack,  Kate  Salen,  Stuart  Stren- 
ger  and  myself.  The  officers  were:  Pat 
Flynn,  president;  Ann  Gregory,  vice 
president;  Jim  Levin,  Michael  Fischer, 
treasurer  and  David  Roggensack,  sec¬ 
retary. 

Several  proposals  were  passed  by  the 
membership  including  an  amendment 
that  every  other  year  starting  in  1977, 
the  G.A.U.  hold  its  conference  outside 
of  New  York.  For  those  involved  in 
this  year’s  conference  that  made  their 
day. 


■NEW  HAMPSHIRE  NOTES 


other  campus  organization.  Indica¬ 
tions  are,  however,  that  little  or 
nothing  will  be  done  by  the  GSO  to  test 
the  latest  court  decision. 

After  the  N.H.  Court  ruling  was 
handed  down,  Bonnie  Newman,  Dean 
of  Students  at  UNH,  inquired  into  the 
status  of  the  organization  to  find  out 
whether  it  still  existed.  Newman  was 
given  the  name  of  Cheryl  Muzio,  the 
present  coordinator  of  GSO.  For  about 
an  hour  they  discussed  wha^  the  group 
wasdoing  and  what  it  planned  to  do  in 
the  future. 

Newman  learned  that  the  GSO  still 
existed,  although  more  on  paper  than 
anything,  and  that  the  group  was  very 
small  and  consisted  almost  entirely  of 
women.  Cheryl  related  how  the  GSO 
had  done  many  speaking  engagements 
last  year  but  hardly  any  this  year 
because  of  poor  attendance  and  lack  of 
enthusiasm.  She  hoped  that  the  GSO 
could  sponsor  an  event  in  the  near 
future  in  order  to  exercise  their  newly 
affirmed  rights. 

Newman  stated  that  neither  before 
nor  since  her  talk  with  Muzio  has  she 
been  aware  of  any  activity  emanating 


from  the  GSO. 

+  +  + 

PORTSMOUTH  —  The  Seaco'ast 
Area  Gay  Alliance  (SAGA)  plans  to 
hold  their  first  meeting  of  the  season 
on  Friday,  Dec.  12  at  7  p.m.  Lila 
Couture,  present  coordinator,  will  host 
the  get-together  at  her  apartment  at  75 
Court  St.  All  area  gays  are  invited  to 
attend  and  to  BYOB  if  you  wish. 

+  +  + 

MANCHESTER  —  On  Sunday, 
Dec.  7,  the  last  of  a  three  part  series  on 
New  Hampshire  homosexuals  will 
appear  in  the  New  Hampshire  Sunday 
News. 

The  first  part  (Sunday,  Nov.  23) 
dealt  mainly  with  the  reporter’s  reac¬ 
tions  to  the  activity  inside  of  the 
Seaport  Club  in  Portsmouth.  He 
summed  it  up  in  a  companion’s  words 
as  a  “stomach-turning  spectacle.” 

The  second  part  (Sunday,  Nov.  30) 
was  entitled  “N.H.  Deviates  Show  a 
New  Militancy”  and  went  on  to 
describe  how  the  “popular  chant,  in  the 
ranks  of  N.H.  homosexuals”  is  “Bla¬ 
tant  is  Beautiful.”  The  story  added 
how  “one  of  the  most  disturbing  ele¬ 


ments  uncovered  .  .  .  was  the  factythat] 
homosexuals  are  not  content  to  limit 
their  deviant  sexual  activities  to  their 
own  kind.”  The  author  supposedly 
quotes  a  gay  person,  with  the  fictitious 
name  of  “Jesse,”  as  saying  that 
“under  the  proper  persuasion  any 
single  or  married  person  of  either  sex 
can  be  made  to  switch  to  homosexual¬ 
ity.” 

No  hint  is  given  on  what  the  third 
and  final  installment  on  N.H.  gays 
might  contain. 

The  N.H.  Sunday  News  is  owned  by 
the  Union  Leader  Corporation  which  is 
owned  by  William  Loeb. 
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Registered  Electrologist 

<19  Boylston  St.  267-8180 


Boston.  Suite  607 


straight,  is  a  friend  of  the  couple. 

Gary  Dotterman,  manager  of  The 
Other  Side  where  Sheridan  works  and 
who  was  married  himself  in  a  publi¬ 
cized  gay  wedding  last  year,  told  GCN 
that  “Gerrie  and  Jimmy’s  wedding  was 
not  political  in  the  left-wing  sense  that 
my  marriage  was.  But  both  Gerrie  and 
Jimmy  are  proud  that  they’re  gay  and 
want  the  world  to  know  about  it.”  A 
reception  was  held  for  the  couple  at 
The  Other  Side  on  Monday  evening. 
Gerrie  and  Jimmy  plan  to  live  in 
Baltimore. 


Finnoccio’s  East 


THE  gay  club  ...  for  anyone 


MONDAYS  —  Lowest  prices  on  drinks  around 
TUESDAYS  —  Free  champagne,  Contests,  &  Prizes 
WEDNESDAYS  —  Free  pizza,  Bloody  Mary  specials,  and  Movies 


THURSDAYS 

FRIDAYS 

SATURDAYS 

SUNDAYS 


Fantastic 

Live 

Shows 


Don’t  forget  to  make  your  New  Year’s  Eve  reservations 
early  with  the  fabulous  Arthur  Blake. 


1 65  Dexter  Ave. 


West  Hartford,  CT 
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CItadEL 


1st  ' 
FLOOR 
WOMEN'S 
LOUNGE 


Starting  This  Thursday,  December  11 


Have 

Their  Own 

Dis<o 


LivcD.J.  new  found  fq/tem 


For  those  of  you  who  receive  your  GCNs  early,  BEN 

HUR,  New  York  City ’s  5  piece  women ’s  disco  band, 

^  <• 

Inquire  about  our  gala  New  Year’s  Eve  Party. 
By  Reservation  only. 

Wednesday,  December  31  7  pm  — till 


will  be  making  their  first  Boston  appearance  at  the 
CITADEL  this  weekend,  December  4-7. 

also 

STELLA  BY  STARLIGHT 

Disco  Band 


Included  are:  STELLA  BY  STARLIGHT 

DISCO  BAND 

Buffet  -  Hats  -  Noisemakers 
Cash  Door  Prize 
a  drink  included  with  ticket 


2nd 

FLOOR 

MEN'S 

LOUNGE 


FRI.  &  SAT. 
JAN.  2ND  &  3RD 


DISCO  IS  HERE 

Starting  Tues.,  Dec.  16 


D .J.  Raring  Ron*/  Dancing  machine 

Tuesday  thru  Friday  Every  Week 


New  Light  Show 


New  Sound 


22  AVERY  ST. 


BOSTON 


338-9634 
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Have  you  done  your  Christmas 
shopping  yet?  If  not  here’s  a  tip.  The 
Other  Voices  bookstore,  our  very  own 
gay  bookstore,  is  worth  checking, 
especially  the  week  of  December  15 
through  the  20  when  there  will  be  a  20 


percent  off  Christmas  sale.  An  assort¬ 
ment  of  Gayline  Christmas  cards  are  in 
stock  —  just  right  for  coming  out  or 
remembering  (reminding?)  gay  friends. 
Napkins,  coasters,  and  match  books 
with  your  own  design  (order  early), 
posters,  banners,  plant  hangers,  nee¬ 
dlepoint  patches,  post  cards,  book¬ 
marks,  buttons,  nick  nacks,  and 
jewelry  are  all  available  with  a  gay 
theme.  The  music  department  includes 
Chris  Williamson’s  “The  Changer  and 


the  Changed,”  and  an  Olivia  distribu¬ 
tion  45  by  High  Risk.  On  the  way  are 
Kay  Gardener’s  “Moon  Circles,”  and 
Meg  Christian’s  “1  Know,  You  Know” 
album  and  song  book. 

In  the  book  department,  if  it’s  gay 
related  and  not  there  ask  Claire  about 
it  and  chances  are  she  can  get  it  for 
you.  For  those  of  us  who  despise 
Christmas  gift  lists  and  making  deci¬ 
sions,  five  dollar  Christmas  gift  certifi¬ 
cates  (home  made  but  authentic)  can 
insure  that  the  gift  will  be  right.  They 
will  be  redeemable  until  February  1st 
after  which  regular  five  dollar  gift 
certificates  will  be  available. 

Now  for  a  little  background.  Other 
Voices  (30  Bromfield  Street,  Boston, 
02108;  617  426-0412)  opened  its  doors 
January  6,  1975.  At  that  time  it 
consisted  of  a  few  book  shelves  and 
$2,000  worth  of  stock  in  a  small  corner 
of  a  third  floor  studio.  It  has  now  filled 
out  into  the  entire  studio  space  with 
$6,000  worth  of  stock.  Financially  it 
may  sound  like  the  store  is  enjoying 
success;  however,  it  is  in  difficulty 
mainly  due  to  lack  of  support  from  the 
community.  The  store  is  often  over¬ 
looked  as  it  is  not  a  flamboyant  place. 
Benefits  of  shopping  at  Other  Voices 
are  that  any  profits  the  bookstore 
makes  go  back  to  the  gay  community 
through  HCHS.  Also  you  don’t  have 
to  hunt  around  in  the  corner  of  a 
bookstore  to  find  the  gay  section:  just 
ask  Claire  and  she  can  point  out 
whatever  you  are  looking  for.  It  is  a 
gay  store  in  need  of  gay  support  in  the 
'  way  of  workers,  ideas,  and  patrons. 

The  store  has  been  successful  in 
filling  needs  at  conferences,  schools, 
and  prisons.  U.  Mass.  Boston  orders 


their  gay-related  literature  from  Other 
Voices,  as  do  the  Gay  Nurses  Assoc., 
Dignity  Providence,  and  Project 
Lambda.  The  Good  Gay  Poets  hold 
readings  at  the  bookstore  in  exchange 
for  their  publications.  Several  artists’ 
shows  have  also  been  held  there.  Since 
January,  prisoners  have  been  able  to 
receive  free  copies  of  books  Other 
Voices  carries.  The  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  Library 
Extension  has  been  buying  books  from 
Other  Voices  for  the  prison  libraries. 
To  help  promote  and  ease  purchasing 


the  book  store  is  now  in  progress  of 
making  a  mail  order  catalogue  which 
will  be  updated  regularly  with  supple¬ 
ments. 


There  is  and  never  has  been  any 
salary  for  any  of  the  staff  at  the 
bookstore  (which  is  non-profit),  but  if 


you  are  interested  in  volunteering  4 
hours  a  week,  about  fifteen  more 
people  are  desperately  needed  in  areas 
such  as  graphics,  advertising,  and 
fund-raising,  prison  correspondence, 
cataloging,  stocking,  and  ordering, 
and  a  volunteer  coordinator  to  put  it 
all  together. 

Next  time  you  are  visiting  GCN,  the 
Gay  Men’s  Center,  or  especially  when 
you  are  on  a  shopping  spree  between 
10:00  a.m.  and  6:00  p.m.  drop  up  to 
Other  Voices  at  30  Bromfield  Street  or 
even  better,  make  a  special  trip.  It’s  a 
long  climb  to  the  third  floor  but  well 
worth  the  trip. 


PAPAGENO'S  RECORD  SHOP 

1880  Massachusetts  Avenue 
(near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge) 

492-8646 

Used  and  Rare  Classical  Records 
Bought  and  Sold 

Budget  labels  -  $1.00 
Domestic  labels  -  $2.00 
Imports  -  $2.50 

Christmas  Gift  Certificates 
Now  Available 

Unopened  records  cost 
an  additional  50C 

Also,  many  collectors’  items 

Comfortable,  friendly  atmosphere 
Listen  to  records  before  you  buy  them 

KORNER 

KITCHEN 

BOSTON’S  NEWEST 
AFTER  HOURS 
RESTAURANT 

Full  Breakfast  Menu 
Italian  Dishes 
Fried  Chicken 
Hamburgers,  etc. 

[Coffee  — 20c] 

240  Cambridge  Street, Boston 

(NEXT  TO  SPORTER’S) 


The  answer  to  (almost)  all  your 
Christmas  Gift  problems 
is  right  on  this  page! 

WHERE  CAN  I  FIND  UNUSUAL  GIFTS  THAT  WON'T  WRECK 
'Y  BUDGET  AND  MY  CHRISTMAS  SPIRIT? 


y^THE  GLOBAL  VILLAGE  AT  THE  PAULIST  CENTER  HAS  HAND¬ 
CRAFTED  GIFTS  AS  UNIQUE  AND  AS  INDIVIDUAL  AS  THE 
HANDS  AND  TOOLS  WHICH  CREATED  THEM. . . .FROM  SEVERAL 
REGIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  OVER  50  COUNTRIES. 

Q  CAN  I  FIND  CHRISTMAS  CARDS ,  CALENDARS  AND  STOCKING 
STUFFERS  AT  THE  PAULIST  CENTER  TOO? 

A  YOU  BET!  THE  PAULIST  CENTER  HAS  CARDS  GALORE.  THE 
•SHOP  IS  ALSO  WELL  STOCKED  WITH  CREATIVE  ITEMS  THAT 
MAKE  PERFECT  STOCKING  STUFFERS  AS  WELL  AS  CALENDARS  AND  GIFTS  FOR  THOSE  SPECIAL 
SOMEONES  ON  YOUR  LIST. 

Q  WHERE  IS  THE  PAULIST  CENTER'S  GLOBAL  VILLAGE  AND  GIFT  SHOP? 

4. 

2^.  A  PARK  STREET  IN  DOWNTOWN  BOSTON  (ON  THE  COMMON)  .  THE  GIFT  SHOP  FOR 

CARDS,  CALENDARS  AND  STOCKING  STUFFERS  IS  ON  THE  FIRST  FLOOR.  ..  .HANDCRAFTED 
GIFTS  FROM  AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  THE  GLOBAL  VILLAGE  IS  ON  THE  SECOND  FLOOR. 


J  Cl, WHEN  CAN 

EVERYDAY  FROM  10  a.m 

W*Tne  Paulist  Center  5  Park  St  Boston 


J  SHOP  AT  THE  GLOBAL  VILLAGE  AND  THE  PAULIST  CENTER  GIFT  SHOP? 

TO  8  p.m.  FROM  NOVEMBER  29  TO  DECEMBER  22  INCLUSIVE. 
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everybody’s  favorite  mother 


Three  years  ago  this  fall  Sarah  Montgomery  lost  her  son 
Charlie  and  his  lover  John  in  a  tragic  double  suicide.  Her 
loss  is  well-known,  but  instead  of  withdrawing  from  the 
world  that  destroyed  her  son,  Sarah  Montgomery  helped 
to  organize  “Parents  of  Gays”  and  came  out  fighting  for 
gay  rights,  just  as  she  had  fought  against  racism  and  anti- 


Semitism  in  the  past. 


An  Intervie >v  by  Regina  Kahney 

I  sat  in  her  comfortable  apartment  in 
the  Lower  East  Side  one  Sunday,  an 
apartment  filled  with  the  stuff  of  77 
years  of  living  and  fighting  bigotry  in 
all  its  forms,  and  listened  and  learned 
while  she  spoke  for  many  hours.  She 
said  things  about  homosexuality  I 
never  thought  I’d  hear  from  the  mouth 
of  a  straight  person.  I  had  come  to  do 
this  interview  with  my  own  mother’s 
frightened  and  condemning  words  still 
fresh  in  my  ears,  and  I  left  much  later 
close  to  tears,  but  determined  that  she 
too  would  someday  have  a  chance  to 
talk  with  this  marvelous  woman.  So 
this  is  for  you,  Mom.  You’re  never  too 
old  to  learn. 

Sarah  on  Sarah 


“when  I  discovered  that  my 
brother  could  vote  and  I 
couldn’t,  I  marched  in  all 
the  suffrage  parades” 

I’m  Philadelphia  born  and  raised. 
My  father’s  business  was  in  the  South, 
though,  and  we  were  always  in  trouble 
down  there  because  we  were  Yankees.  I 
knew  what  it  was  like  to  be  condemned 
for  being  what  I  was  born.  Just 
because  I  was  a  woman,  I  was 
automatically  no  good.  I  was  automat¬ 
ically  stupid.  And  I  didn’t  particularly 
like  that  at  16  years  of  age.  It  burned 
very  deep,  so  it  has  not  been  hard  for 
me  to  identify  with  any  oppression,  no 
matter  what  form  it  takes. 

I  spent  my  first  year  at  Agnes  Scott 
College  in  the  south.  The  only  nor¬ 
therner  in  a  southern  college.  But  I 
couldn’t  stand  it  so  I  lit  out  for  the 
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University  of  Pennsylvania.  Half  the 
University  professors  would  not  teach 
us  women.  It’s  hard  for  you  young 
people  to  realize  exactly  the  position  of 
women  when  I  was  younger.  We  had 
no  rights  over  our  children.  Nothing.  I 
think  freedom  for  women  would  give 
freedom  to  men.  When  I  discovered 
that  my  brother,  who  was  not  one  wit 
smarter  than  I  was,  could  vote  and  I 
couldn’t,  I  marched  in  all  the  suffrage 
parades.  I  went  to  a  college  course  that 
discussed  whether  our  brains  were  big 
enough  even  to  vote.  We  were  also  told 
that  if  women  got  the  vote  it  would 
break  up  the  family. 

And  sex?  Sex  was  supposed  to  be 
something  you  didn’t  mention.  Well, 
how  did  we  all  get  here?  I  was  taught 
that  no  decent  woman  liked  sex.  Only 
loose  women  and  whores.  I  don’t  know 
why  I  didn’t  fall  for  that  crap.  Lucky,  I 
guess.  There  are  still  plenty  of  women 
who  are  taught  that.  I  can  hear  my 
mother  and  my  aunts  saying,  “Well, 
you  have  to  concede  to  your  husband, 
but  you  shouldn’t  like  it.”  And  my 
mother  said  to  me  and  my  brother 
once,  “If  I  gave  myself  to  a  man,  I’d 
want  something  nice  for  it.”  And  I 
spoke  up  and  said,  “Why,  you  dirty 
whore!”  I  gave  all  the  sex  education  to 
all  my  children  because  my  husband 
wouldn’t  do  it.  And  I  never  thought  it 
was  something  you  didn’t  speak  about. 

My  life  has  been  so  enriched  by 
people  who  are  different.  Why  do 
people  fear  differences?  Because  some¬ 
how  they  feel  that  if  someone  has  a 
different  opinion,  it’s  going  to  threaten 
their  opinion.  I  have  never  felt  that 
way.  I  can  listen,  I  can  learn,  I  can  still 
defend  my  own  ideas.  I  don’t  have  to 
insult  anybody.  I  can  decide  whether  I 


think  they’re  right  or  wrong,  but  I  am 
not  threatened  by  difference.  Never 
have  been.  You  have  to  learn  to  enjoy 
differences  if  you’re  going  to  have  the 
benefit  of  a  real,  full  life.  Otherwise, 
you’ve  narrowed  your  life  and  you’ve 
shut  out  a  wealth  of  experiences. 

On  Charlie  and  John 


“Charlie,  since  you’re  out 
in  the  open.  I’ll  never  be  a 
closet  mother” 


Charlie  was  called  “gay”  when  he 
was  young;  actually  he  was  called  a 
“fairy”  to  use  the  right  word.for  that 
time.  Because  he  loved  music.  Boys 
didn’t  love  music.  You  can  see  why  I 
never  questioned  that  he  was  gay.  I  had 
to  fight  that  battle  with  him  day  after 
day.  He  was  basically  a  musician.  He 
was  composing  at  five  years  old.  But  he 
would  never  become  a  musician  pro¬ 
fessionally  because  of  that  stigma.  It 
crippled  his  life.  Charlie  built  an  organ 
himself.  He  played  beautifully.  He 
could  go  to  a  concert  and  come  home 
and  play  it  all  by  ear.  But  because  of 
that  cruelty  when  he  was  young, 
because  he  was  a  musician  and  not  a 
fighter,  he  would  never  make  it  his 
profession.  He  was  beat  up  so  often 
after  school,  and  I  was  so  desperate  I 
finally  said  to  him,  “Listen,  Charlie, 
I’ll  tell  you  what  to  do.  When  they  start 
to  fight  with  you,  you  tear  their  shirts. 
And  their  mothers  will  scold  them  and 
spank  them.”  And  you  know,  it 
worked! 

He  tore  a  few  shirts,  the  children 
caught  the  devil  at  home,  and  they  left 
him  alone.  He  hated  to  fight.  He  had 
other  things  in  mind.  Of  course,  one  of 
the  things  that  did  help  him  through  all 
those  years  of  facing  homophobia  was 
the  fact  that  music  was  his  life  and  he 
could  always  turn  to  it  when  things 
were  too  tough.  I  used  to  listen  to  the 
Mahler  symphony  for  breakfast!  But  I 
can’t  listen  to  any  music  now  at  all. 
And  the  more  beautiful  it  is,  the  harder 
I  cry. 

The  reason  I  never  knew  he  was  gay 
was  because  I  never  had  a  macho 
attitude  toward  men.  I  thought  men 
could  be  just  as  sensitive,  just  as 
tender,  and  love  just  as  deeply  as 
women.  When  Charlie  came  to  me  with 
it,  I  sent  him  to  a  doctor.  The  doctor 
was  also  a  very  decent  guy.  He  said 
he’d  also  been  accused  of  being  a 
homosexual,  just  because  he  didn’t 
want  to  fight  and  be  nasty  as  a  man.  It 
never  entered  my  mind  that  my  own 
child  was  gay. 

And  then  he  married  and  had  four 
children.  And  Why  did  he  marry?  He 
married  because  he  loved  children.  He 
was  a  wonderful  father.  When  he  was 
first  married,  I  got  a  phone  call  all  the 
way  from  California.  “Mom,  it’s  not 
working.  I’ve  got  to  come  home.”  But 
then  he  found  his  way  to  make  his 
marriage  work.  He  wanted  his  marri¬ 
age  to  work.  His  wife  is  a  very  fine 
person.  When  I  went  out  there  I  was 
free  to  visit  back  and  forth  between  her 
and  Charlie  and  John.  I  was  perfectly 
comfortable  with  both.  Most  gay 
parents  lose  their  children,  but  she 
never  denied  him  the  right  to  see  his 
children.  He  loved  his  wife  and  was  a 
good  husband  in  his  terms.  No  wonder 
it  broke  her  heart  when  they  split  up. 

I  wrote  and  said,  “The  children 
should  know,”  and  she  wrote  back  and 
said,  “My  children  are  not  going  to  be 
guinea  pigs.”  So  I  said,  “Okay,  they’re 


your  children.  I’m  not  going  to  do 
anything  about  it.”  Thank  goodness 
she  went  to  a  sane  medical  doctor  who 
told  her,  “He’s  their  father.  Of  course 
they  should  know.”  And  my  grand¬ 
children  took  it  naturally  as  any  young 
child  will  take  any  truth.  No  problems 
at  all. 

Charlie  was  35  when  he  first  told  me. 
He  already  had  children.  I  could’ve 
had  kittens  because  it  was  going  to 
break  up  a  family.  But  all  I  said  was, 
“Charlie,  you’ve  been  through  an 
awful  lot  without  me  beside  you,  and 
since  you’re  out  in  the  open  now  I’ll 
never  be  a  closet  mother.”  I  wrote  him 
letters  right  away,  asking  him  to  teach 
me.  I’ve  known  people  who  were  gay 
all  my  life,  but  unless  an  issue  comes 
right  into  your  lap,  there  are  so  many 
issues,  you  don’t  go  on  fighting. 

Charlie  and  John  let  me  live  with 
them  twice.  Charlie  said  to  me,  “Mom, 
you  have  no  idea  how  hard  it  is  for  me 
to  show  you  my  gayness.”  But  it 
looked  so  nice,  so  good.  But  what  he 
was  speaking  of  was  all  those  years  in 
the  closet  and  how  damaging  the  closet 
is.  I’ve  lived  with  my  married  children. 

I  saw  as  much  mutual  concern,  the 
sharing  of  problems,  the  sharing  of 
tasks,  the  sharing  of  pleasures  between 
them  as  I  did  between  Charlie  and 
John.  I  went  with  them  to  the 
restaurant  where  they  celebrated  the 
anniversary  when  they  met.  It  took  a 
lot  more  courage  for  them  to  take  me 
into  the  gay  world  than  it  did  for  me  to 
go.  And  I  said  to  them,  “How  do  you 
have  the  courage  to  take  me  and  face 
all  those  black  looks?”  “You  saw 
them?”  “Do  you  think  I’m  blind?” 
And  they  replied,  “Well,  we  talked  it 
over  and  decided  that  if  you  were 
willing  to  go,  we  were  proud  to  take 
you.” 


“John  loved  my  son,  so  of 
course  I  loved  John” 


I  grew  to  love  John.  He  called  me 
“Mom”  just  like  Charlie  did.  I  assure 
you  I  saw  no  difference.  I  wonder  if  the 
gay  people  I  talk  to  know  how 
completely  and  deeply  and  honestly  I 
find  it  difficult  to  understand  people 
who  cannot  accept  it  by  now.  I  have  to 
stop  saying  this  because  I  find  that 
most  of  the  parents  won’t  relate  to  me 
when  I  say  how  easily  I  took  it.  I  never 
had  five  minutes  of  questioning.  My 
only  question  was  “Teach  me.  I  don’t 
know  the  gay  world.  I  don’t  know 
what  you’ve  been  through.”  They  did 
know  that  I  defended  a  woman’s  son 
about  30  years  ago,  and  she  never 
forgave  me,  and  was  not  my  friend 
anymore.  I  said  to  her,  “Ypu  know, 
homosexuals  have  a  very  difficult  life” 
and  she  said,  “He  is  not  and  if  he  were 
I’d  never  want  to  speak  to  him  again!” 
She  was  never  very  friendly  with  me 
after  that.  Now  Charlie  knew  all  this, 
but  he  knew  the  world  better  than  I 
did.  He  knew  what  he  was  up  against 
all  those  years  ago.  Remember  he  was 
46  when  he  died  and  he  had  been 
through  those  years  when  there  was  no 
real  movement  to  back  him,  when  they 
had  to  struggle  with  it  all  by  them¬ 
selves. 

John  loved  my  son,  so  of  course  I 
loved  John.  I’ve  always  been  the  kind 
of  motherMn-law  who,  if  anyone  loves 
my  child.  I  right  away  reach  out  to  love 
them.  At  first  John  couldn’t  make  me 
out,  of  course,  but  he  learned  to  trust 
me.  I  didn’t  go  to  see  them  often 
because  it  costs  a  lot  to  go  to 


California,  but  as  soon  as  Charlie  got 
his  divorce  and  got  his  life  straightened 
out,  I  went  right  out  there.  While  he 
was  separated  from  his  wife,  he  wrote 
me  50-page  letters  and  we  caught  up  on 
all  that  had  happened  in  his  life  that  I 
was  very  confused  about.  Charlie  had 
twice  tried  to  kill  himself,  and  always 
with  the  words,  “My  family  would  be 
better  off  without  me,”  and  I  promise 
you  I  never  knew  what  he  meant, 
because  he  was  such  a  wonderful 
father,  such  a  considerate  husband. 
Because  he  was  a  musician  and  loved 
all  that  was  beautiful,  he  brought  into 
that  home  most  of  the  interesting 
activities  to  his  wife  and  his  children. 
No  wonder  I  couldn’t  understand.  But 
after  he  went  to  live  with  John,  he  told 
me  I  need  never  fear  that  again,  and  he 
was  more  a  whole  person  than  I  had 
ever  seen  him  be  before. 

People  used  to  ask  me,  “How’s  your 
son  in  California?”  and  I’d  say,  “I 
don’t  know.  Something  is  bothering 
him  and  I  don’t  know  what  it  is.”  So  I 
recognized  something,  and  when  I 
visited  him  and  John,  he  seemed 
relaxed  and  at  ease  at  last,  and  that’s 
when  he  told  me  I  need  never  fear  it 
again.  But  then  they  bought  that  house 
to  be  near  Charlie’s  children  and  John 
came  out  with  Charlie’s  urging.  Then 
John  lost  his  job,  and  Charlie’s  job 
was  threatened.  They  described  to  me 
what  it  means  to  become  an  old  gay, 
rejected  by  their  family,  and  living  in  a 
youth-oriented  society,  not  respected 
by  young  people.  He  said  to  me,  and 
these  are  his  exact  words,  “Mom,  they 
crawl  off  in  a  hole  and  die  alone.” 

They  didn’t  spare  me  the  years  of 
suffering.  I  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
tears  from  what  they  told  me.  But  I  do 
have  this  comfort.  I  was  fighting  right 
beside  him  before  I  lost  him.  Charlie 
had  four  children  to  support,  who 
they  both  loved,  and  I  heard  John’s 
concern  about  those  children.  They 
talked  about  the  well-being  of  those 
children  exactly  as  man  and  wife.  I  had 
the  privilege  of  seeing  homosexual 
love,  and  I  consider  I’m  a  very  lucky 
mother.  They  were  46  and  48  and  out 
of  the  closet.  How  could  they  get  jobs? 
How  could  they?  They  knew  those 
children  would  be  eligible  for  child 
support.  Charlie  left  quite  a  bit  of  life 
insurance.  John  left  half  his  life 
savings  to  my  grandchildren.  It  was 
only  job  loss,  nothing  else  in  the  world, 
and  no  way  to  fight  back.  No 
protection  under  the  law v  Two  years 
ago  they  passed  the  gay  rights  bill  in 
San  Francisco.  Too  late  for  my  son  and 
his  lover.  What  could  they  do? 
Although  I  grieved,  I  can’t  say  I  don’t 
understand.  It’s  terribly  hard  for  me  to 
fight  this  fight,  because  every  time  I 
hear  of  any  hardships  that  any  gay 
person  has  gone  through,  I  hear  my 
son’s  voice. 

On  The  Gay  Press 

I  started  reading  the  gay  press  after 
Charlie  came  out  to  me.  I  asked  him 
what  to  read.  I  started  with  “Vector,” 
which  was  a  very  conservative,  slick 
magazine.  He  suggested  I  take  The 
Advocate,  which  I  did  for  years.  Then 
he  suggested  Gay  Sunshine  because 
that  was  the  more  left-wing  of  the  gay 
papers.  Then  I  asked  him  what  paper 
to  take  on  the  East  Coast,  to  keep  me 
up-to-date  on  New  York,  and  he 
suggested  Gay.  Well,  Gay  folded  up  on 
me  and  I  went  back  to  The  Advocate. 
Then  when  they  stopped  printing  for  a 
while  during  the  change  of  ownership, 
I  went  to  the  Oscar  Wilde  bookstore 
and  asked  them,  and  they  gave  me 
GCN  and  I’ve  been  delighted  with  it 
ever  since.  It  explores  all  the  various 
attitudes  in  the  movement. 

The  gay  press  that  I  read  for  12  years 
was  mainly  male-oriented  and  still  is. 
And  it  does  not  reach  the  straight 
world  at  all.  It  is  written  to  and  for  gay 
people.  I  try  to  persuade  all  the  parents 
to  take  GCN  because  it  does  keep  us 


informed  of  the  fragmentation  that 
6ccurs.  I  needlt  badly  because  1  knew 
very  little  about  the  lesbian  movement. 
I’ve  tried  to  get  books,  but  books 
aren’t  any  way  to  really  learn  it.  You 
need  to  learn  it  from  people  speaking 
as  of  today. 

On  Homosexuality 


“i  don't  feel  it's  necessary 
for  gay  people  to  wonder 
why  they're  gay.  The  im¬ 
portant  thing  is  self- 
respect” 

I  am  living  proof  that  homosexuality 
is  not  contagious.  You  are  bom  a 
certain  way.  It’s  one  of  the  facts  of 
nature,  and  it  remains  one  of  the 
unknowns.  We  simply  do  not  know 
why  nature  takes  different  forms. 
There  are  different  forms  of  sexual 
orientation,  and  it’s  just  as  simple  as 
that.  Man’s  best  asset  is  his  insatiable 
curiosity.  I  do  think  that  scientists 
should  continue  to  search  out  why  the 
degrees  of  sexual  orientation  do  exist. 
That  is  a  legitimate  occupation.  Of 
course,  people  say  that  even  if  they  do 
find  out,  it  shouldn’t  make  any 
difference.  There  will  always  be 
enough  babies  born  to  populate  the 
world,  so  we  shouldn’t  be  scared  about 
that.  And  even  if  they  do  find  out  the 
origins  of  homosexuality,  I  don’t  see 
why  people  should  have  to  take  a  pill  to 
change  it.  I  don’t  feel  it’s  necessary  for 
gay  people  themselves  to  bother,  to 
wonder  why  they’re  gay.  The  impor¬ 
tant  thing  for  any  human  being  is 
self-respect.  They  can’t  respect  any¬ 
body  else  if  they  can’t  respect  them¬ 
selves.  I  know  many  young  gay  people 
who  do  question  and  question  and 
question.  It’s  very  natural  because 
they’re  facing  a  tough  world.  But  for 
anyone  who  is  past  being  very  young, 
why  bother?  Why  not  be  proud  and  be 
happy  to  be  as  they  are?  I  see  no  reason 
for  that  constant  inner  battle.  It’s 
destructive.  It  destroyed  my  son. 

On  Adoption 

The  next  fight  I  want  to  enter  is  the 
right  to  adopt.  Fortunately  women  can 
have  artificial  insemination,  but  what 
are  the  gay  men  to  do?  And  it’s  a  myth 
that  men  don’t  ordinarily  want  child¬ 
ren.  Charlie  lost  one  lover  because  he 
couldn’t  accept  the  fact  that  Charlie 
had  children.  That’s  a  myth  that  gay 
people  themselves  have  fallen  for. 

Gay  men  make  wonderful  parents 
because  they’ve  had  to  struggle  so  hard 
for  their  own  identities,  they’re  per¬ 
fectly  willing  to  have  their  child  search 
for  theirs.  Same  thing  is  true  of  gay 
mothers.  So  far  as  I’ve  been  able  to 
learn,  social  service  agencies  don’t 
know  what  to  do  with  gay  children, 
children  that  have  run  away  or  been 
thrown  out  of  their  homes  at  14  or  15. 
They’re  going  to  be  abused  in  any 
home  they’re  placed  in.  No  foster 
parents  want  them.  The  agencies  are 
being  driven  by  necessity  to  look 
around  for  gay  people  who  they  feel 
are  stable  to  place  the  lost  gay  child 
with. 

I  do  feel  that  in  the  next  five  years, 
gay  people  will  be  allowed  to  adopt. 
It’s  not  true  that  gay  people  don’t  want 
children.  Plenty  of  straight  people  have 
very  unwanted  children.  By  sheer 
accident,  they  have  a  child.  Where  do 
we  get  all  this  child  abuse  from?  From 
parents  who  haven’t  the  faintest  notion 
of  how  to  be  parents  and  didn’t  want 
the  child  in  the  first  place.  The  gay 
world  is  blamed  for  this,  but  the 
straight  world  is  doing  all  the  abusing. 

On  “Parents  of  Gays” 

Homosexuality  is  as  natural  to  me  as 
breathing.  This  is  why  I  sometimes  get 
parents  who  can’t  relate  to  me.  I  have 
to  accept  the  fact  that  they’ve  been 


raised  homophobic,  and  I  will  give 
them  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy 
always,  because  they  can’t  change 
overnight  either.  And  then  I  slowly  tell 
them  that  it’s  just  one  of  the  facts  of 
nature,  that  there’s  nothing  wrong,  it’s 
perfectly  natural.  And  slowly  they 
learn  to  accept  their  child  fully.  I  see  all 
too  often  that  “I  love  my  child” 
attitude,  and  I  can  hear  behind  it 
“But....”  You  have  to  accept  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  well  as  your  child.  It 
sounds  like  semantics,  but  it’s  not.  It’s 
very  real  and  very  deep.  One  father 
said  to  me,  “I  fight  only  for  my  child.” 

1  said  right  away,  “As  long  as  one  gay 
person  is  harmed  by  homophobia, 
your  child  is  in  danger,  too.  You  better 
fight  for  everybody.”  He’s  changed 
quite  a  lot. 

I  work  with  parents  who  cry  their 
hearts  out.  “Why  should  this  happen 
to  me?”  Most  of  them  are  terribly  guilt 
ridden,  thanks  to  the  blasted  psychia¬ 
trists.  They  say,  “What  did  I  do 
wrong?  Why  me?”  and  they  cry  and 
cry  and  cry.  Some  frankly  cannot 
accept  their  children.  I  never  quarrel 
with  them  on  this  point.  All  I  say  is 
this:  “Your  child  faces  a  very  hostile 
world.  He  needs  you  more  than  any  of 
your  other  children  need  you.”  They 
seem  to  accept  that.  They  fear  for  their 
child’s  ability  to  make  a  living,  and 
they  are  justified  in  that. 

Almost  everybody  who  has  come  to 
the  meetings  has  been  helped.  Failures 
are  at  a  minimum,  maybe  one  or  two 
who  don’t  come  back  after  the  first 
meeting;  they  just  can’t  accept  it.  But 
everybody  who. has  come,  whether  they 
accept  it  or  not,  has  always  gone  away 
saying  they  feel  differently.  It  depends 
on  their  willingness  to  open  up  and 
learn  something.  One  thing  is  true, 
though,  seeing  a  whole  group  of 
accepting  parents  takes  that  feeling  of 
isolation  away  from  them  almost  right 
away.  We  never  know  who’s  coming, 
but  we  usually  have  between  20  and  25 
parents.  And  we’re  glad  to  see  fathers 
coming.  It  has  been  my  experience  that 
the  fathers  will  accept  their  daughters, 
and  the  mothers  will  accept  their  sons. 
The  fathers  find  their  masculinity  very 
threatened  by  gay  sons.  The  daughter, 
of  course,  doesn’t  threaten  the  father’s 
masculinity. 

‘7  said.  ‘As  long  as  one  gay 
person  is  harmed  by  homo¬ 
phobia.  your  child  is  in- 
danger ,  too.  You'd  better 
fight  for  everyone'  " 

We  are  very  short  of  parents  of 
lesbians.  Being  a  feminist,  I  feel  that’s 
a  severe  loss.  But  so  far  the  parents  of 
women  have  not  come  around  in  any 
great  numbers.  I  think  that’s  because 
the  world  still  lets  women  live  together, 
meet  on  the  street  and  kiss  each  other, 
and  be  perfectly  normal  human  beings. 
But  in  a  way  deep  down  I  deeply  resent 
that  because  it  simply  means  that  it 
doesn’t  matter  what  we  women  do 
anyway. 

The  parents  we  get  at  our  meetings 
have  passed  the  point  where  they  want 
to  speak  to  a  psychiatrist.  We  tell  them 
not  to  go  but  if  you  must,  be  sure  to  go 
o  the  right  psychiatrist.  They  have 
done  so  much  damage.  I  would 
recommend  a  gay  psychiatrist  to  a 
parent.  I  have  all  those  phone  numbers 
and  I  recommend  them  either  through 
Mattachine  or  the  Women’s  Center.  I 
myself  don’t  actually  know  them.  We 
have  taken  parents  from  non-accep¬ 
tance  to  full  acceptance.  But  one  of  the 
annoying  things  is  that  when  they  get 
their  heads  together  and  they  don’t 
need  us  anymore,  they  won’t  come 
back  and  work.  That’s  par  for  the 
course,  I  guess.  People  don’t  want  to 
do  any  work.  Once  they  accept  fully, 
they  think  that’s  enough,  and  they 
won’t  come  back  to  help  with  other 
parents. 

I  had  a  call  once  from  a  young  gay 


man  who  occasionally  liked  to  dress  in 
drag.  He  was  dressed  this  way  one  day 
when  his  father  came  home  and  caught 
him,  and  told  him  that  from  then  on  he 
couldn’t  go  out  of  the  house  unless  he 
was  in  drag.  So  he  called  me  and  said, 
“What  can  I  do?”  I  told  him  to  get  out 
of  that  house  and  go  to  his  lover 
immediately,  that  his  lover  could  do 
more  for  him  at  that  point  than  anyone 
else  could.  I  told  him  to  get  away  from 
that  house  as  quickly  as  possible.  If 
you  allow  yourself  to  be  a  victim,  you 
cooperate  in  the  crime. 

I  very  often  say  to  the  parents,  “Ask 
yourchild  to  teach  you.  How  else  are 
you  going  to  learn?  What  is  meaning¬ 
ful  to  your  child  must  be  meaningful  to 
you.”  A  lot  of  parents  don’t  know  how 
to  be  parents.  They  want  their  children 
to  be  replicas  of  themselves  or  have  the 
successes  they  failed  to  have.  They  are 
thinking  of  themselves  first.  A  real 
parent  does  not  do  that.  A  real  parent 
thinks  of  his  child  first. 

But  you  know  we  have  no  training 
for  parenthood.  It’s  assumed  we’re 
born  knowing  what  to  do  and  we’re 
not.  We  have  to  learn  when  to  enter 
their  lives  and  when  to  retreat.  Only  be 
there  when  you’re  needed.  Keep  an  eye 
on  what’s  going  on,  for  sure,  but  don’t 
intrude.  One  thing  I  won’t  do:  I  won’t 
go  and,  stay  too  long  with  any  of  my 
married  children.  I’d  much  rather  be 
missed.  Parents  are  very  arrogant  with 
their  children.  1  once  said  I’d  never  be 
shocked  again,  but  I  must  admit, 
dealing  with  parents  from  this  angle 
has  shocked  me  at  times. 

We  get  one  question  constantly. 
“It’s  all  right  if  they’re  gay,  but  why 
do  they  have  to  flaunt  it?”  And  I  have 
my  answer  all  ready  for  them.  “They’re 
not  flaunting  it.  You  don’t  have  to 
justify  being  heterosexual.  It’s  the 
homophobic  straight  world  that  forces 
gay  people  to  demand  their  rights  as 
gays.  They  have  no  wish  at  any  time  to 
have  to  make  sex  the  big  issue.  It’s  the 
homophobia  of  the  straight  world  that 
forces  them  to  do  this.”  They  shut  up 
right  away  quick.  I’ll  say  this  .to  a 
parent  who  asks  it  belligerently,  and 
I’ll  answer  them  belligerently. 

I  am  so  adamant  that  homosexuality 
is  completely  normal  that  I  have  to 
stop  saying  it  to  parents  first  thing 
because  I  lose  them  right  away.  I’m 
usually  pretty  careful,  but  a  man  called 
me  one  night  and  I  was  tired  and  off 
guard  so  I  just  answered  normally.  He 
said,  “Mrs.  Montgomery,  I’m  afraid 
my  son  may  be  homosexual.  I  caught 
him  in  the  bathroom  with  his  friend 
and  they  were  giving  each  other  a 
bath.”  And  I  said,  “What’s  wrong 
with  that!”  and  he  hung  up  on  me! but 
it  taught  me  a  lesson.  No  matter  how 
tired  you  are  or  how  sleepy  you  are, 
don’t  answer  naturally.! 

On  Reaction 

The  minute  Charlie  told  me  he  was 
gay,  I  told  all  my  family  and  all  my 
friends.  And  right  away  quick  they 
stopped  all  the  anti-gay  jokes.  They 
made  one  in  front  of  me,  and  all  of 
them  apologized.  I  didn’t  give  them 
hell  or  anything.  I  simply  said,  “I 
don’t  like  that  and  you  know  it.”  You 
only  win  by  being  honest  and  open. 
And  interestingly  enough,  now  when 
anything  comes  out  in  the  newspapers 
about  gay  rights,  one  or  the  other  of 
my  friends  will  send  me  the  clipping. 
They’re  quite  well  aware  of  my  fight. 
And  all  my  grandchildren  know  what 
I’m  doing.  I  have  twelve  grandchild¬ 
ren,  four  of  them  married,  and  three 
great  grandchildren.  They  all  know 
what  I’m  doing,  and  if  they’re  wonder¬ 
ing  about  anything,  we  talk  about  it 
quite  freely.  That’s  another  reason 
Charlie  didn’t  tell  me  sooner,  I  think. 
He  knew  I’d  run  around  talking  about 
it.  He  knew  the  world  better  than  I  did. 
He  also  knew  I’d  come  out  fighting. 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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Opening  Wednesday,  December  17 


The  Brandy  Lee  Show 


2  SHOWS  NIGHTLY 

Reservations  Accepted  Wednesday  thru  Sunday 


Monday  Nights 
GAY  WOMEN’S  NIGHT 

Top  Women’s  Bands 


Wednesday 


Dance  Contests 

■m 

$200  in  cash  prizes  to  the  best  dancers 


Watch  for  details  on  our  New  Year’s  Eve  White  Party 

»  ' 

COMING  IN  JANUARY:  MFSB  AND  SILVER  CONVENTION 

RICK1  MERREWETHER  d  j 

Formerly  of  Cabaret  -  After  Dark, 

Boston/L.A.,  Back  Room,  Provincetown 

Boston’s  Largest  Gay  Bar  Largest  Disco 

The  Only  Live  Showbar  in  Boston 

All  for  $  1.00  Sun.-Thurs.  $2.00  Fri.  &  Sat. 

969  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 
For  Reservations,  call  542-1550 
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Sister  Gin 

"a  painful  portrait  of  fighting  a  losing 

battle  against  ageism ,  sexism , 


books 


Sister  Gin,  by  June  Arnold.  Daughters, 

Inc.  1975  (softbound,  $4.00). 

A  Review  by  Regina  Kahney 

If  there  were  a  Guinness  Book  of  Gay 
World  Records,  June  Arnold’s  Sister 
Gin  would  find  its  place  as  the  first 
contemporary  novel  dealing  with  that 
two-headed  pariah,  the  Older  Lesbian. 
Not  only  is  the  Older  Lesbian  a  dyke, 
but  she  is  old  to  boot,  and  June 
Arnold’s  novel  is  a  moving  and  often 
painful  portrait  of  women  fighting  a 
losing  battle  against  ageism,  sexism, 
midriff  bulge  and  menopause. 

There  is  much  talk  of  shrivelling  fal¬ 
lopian  tubes  and  embarassing  hot 
flashes  as  Su,  a  book  reviewer  for  a 
North  Carolina  newspaper,  and  Bet- 
tina,  an  alcoholic  hypochondriac, 
come  to  the  end  of  their  long  relation¬ 
ship  and  realize  that  the  world  around 
them  has  changed  drastically,  and  they 
must  change  with  it  or  hand  in  their 
housedresses. 

After  reading  the  book  twice  I  still 
can’t  get  a  handle  on  the  exact  identity 
of  Sister  Gin.  She  leaves  biting  book 
reviews  on  Su’s  desk  that  make  one 
believe  she  feels  Su  is  selling  out  to  the 
newspaper,  and  in  the  end  she  even  has 
some  dialogue.  True,  the  final  dialogue 
could  have  been  Arnold’s  artistic  rep- 


mother 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

One  of  the  biggest  myths  is  that 
homosexuality  is  learned  behavior,  and 
as  I  say,  I’m  living  proof  that  it’s  not 
true.  Actually,  that  there  are  any 
homosexuals  left  in  the  world,  after 
thousands  of  years  of  totally  straight 
parents  having  gay  children,  after 
thousands  of  years  of  persecution,  that 
there’s  a  single  gay  left  in  the  whole 
wide  world  is  proof. 

There  are  all  degrees  in  between  also. 
Kinsey  proved  that.  To  persecute,  and 
to  try  and  find  reaons  why  you  can 
condemn,  on  the  basis  of  abysmal 
ignorance,  just  burns  me  up.  When  I 
was  in  college,  I  was  very  lonely.  A 
senior  befriended  me.  I  enjoyed  her 
very  much  because  I  was  lonely  and  she 
was  very  intelligent  and  we  had  many 
good  times  together.  After  I  left  and 
came  north,  she  wrote  me  a  letter 
saying  that  she  had  fallen  in  love  with 
me.  I  have  no  memory  of  being 
offended. 

I  wrote  back  and  said  that  I  couldn’t 
respond  in  the  way  she  meant  it,  but  I 
did  thank  her  for  loving  me.  It  is 

t— - 


resentation  of  Su’s  innermost  thoughts, 
but  from  the  weekly  appearance  of  the 
book  reviews  in  Sue’s  office  I  was  sure 
Sister  Gin  was  a  living,  breathing,  third 
party  independent  of  everyone  else. 
And  I  couldn’t  wait  to  find  out  who 
she  was.  Perhaps  Su  was  a  split  person¬ 
ality  and  wrote  the  reviews  herself? 
Perhaps  a  third  reading  .  .  .  ? 

Reading  it  twice  did  give  me  the 
opportunity  the  second  time  around  to 
focus  on  and  truly  appreciate  Arnold’s 
particular  use  of  imagery,  a  thing  I 
considered  a  nuisance  during  the  first 
reading  in  my  haste  to  uncover  a  plot 
and  the  true  identity  of  Sister  Gin.  But 
the  author  is  a  poet  as  well.  “Card¬ 
board  is  the  ugliest  color  in  the 
world!”  Bettina  says.  It  is!  Cardboard 
is  as  depressing  as  plaid  is  boring. 
Later  she  says  “I  stink.  I  .  .  .  reek  of 
sweaty  alcohol,  rummy  b.o.  and  un¬ 
washed  nightmares.”  The  perfect  pic¬ 
ture  of  an  out-of-work,  overweight, 
bronchitic  45-year-old  woman  who  has 
just  spent  'the  whole  day  in  bed 
coughing.  The  images  intrude  on  the 
plot  at  times,  but  it’s  when  the  plot 
intrudes  on  the  images  that  they  are 
most  worthy  of  attention. 

The  crisis  occurs  when  Su  writes  a 
particularly  nasty  review  of  Fear  of 


homophobia  that  is  taught,  taught, 
taught.  It’s  drummed  into  everybody’s 
ears,  and  to  me  it’s  just  as  bad  to  say 
it’s  learned  behavior.  Jt’s  part  and 
parcel  of  the  whole  homophobic 
attitude,  and  the  psychiatrists  have 
absolutely  created  this,  with  the  help  of 
the  religions.  How  can  there  be  any 
gays  in  the  world  when  religion  has 
condemned  them,  the  laws  have  said  it 
was  a  crime,  and  the  psychiatrists  have 
said  it’s  a  sickness?  Yet  straight  parents 
continue  to  have  gay  children.  It  just 
never  made  sense  to  me. 

I  suppose  I  read  The  Well  of 
Loneliness  when  I  was  very  young  and 
I  don’t  remember  much  of  it,  but  I  do 
remember  deeply  one  very  wonderful 
remark.  When  she  told  her  father  that 
she’d  fallen  in  love  with  a  woman,  she 
said  to  him,  “How  can  it  be  wrong 
when  it’s  the  most  beautiful  thing 
that’s  ever  happened  to  me  in  my 
life?”  I  suppose  somewhere  in  my 
mind  that  just  stuck.  Nobody  even 
inquires  what  kind  of  sex  life  straight 
people  have.  One  of  the  first  things  my 
son  told  me  was,  “Mom,  you  don’t 
know  anything  about  your  straight 
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,OP6M  ir.00  TO  9:00 


VJAUETS 
VESTS 
BRIEFCASES 


midriff  bulge  and  menopause 


ft 


Flying  (hurray!)  for  her  newspaper. 
Her  life  changes  drastically,  and 
Bettina  suddenly  finds  that  she  must 
shed  the  comforts  of  the  parasitic  life 
and  stand  on  her  own  two  (bunioned) 
feet.  But  the  women  who  merge  in  the 
final  pages  leave  me  unsettled  and 
depressed.  Their  future  is  grim.  There 


is  no  deus  ex  machina  to  save  them. 
They  will  never  be  young  again.  But  if 
there  is  that  pallor  of  hopelessness,  it  is 
at  least  realistic.  And  I’ve  had  enough 
Front  Runner  bathos  and  Consenting 
Adult  liberalism  to  last  me  a  lifetime.  I 
am  a  firm  believer  in  reality,  no  matter 
how  much  I  try  to  avoid  it. 


L 


fibres 
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world.”  Was  he  ever  right!  Thanks  to 
reading  the  gay  press  for  12  years.  I’ve 
learned  a  great  deal! 

Another  lie  that’s  been  promoted  is 
that  Hitler  was  degenerate  and  gay, 
quote,  unquote.  Now  the  Jews  at  that 
time  were  required  to  wear  the  Star  of 
David.  And  the  gay  people  were 
required  to  wear  the  pink  triangle,  and 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  them  died  in 
the  death  camps  of  Hitler  wearing  the 
pink  triangle.  It’s  a  fact  deliberately 
buried  by  history!  This  homophobic 
world  does  not  intend  to  let  the  straight 
world  know  any  of  the  real  facts.  The 
wall  of  silence  is  deliberate. 

We’re  not  allowed  to  know  each 
other.  Now  I  don’t  run  around  asking 
my  straight  friends,  “What  kind  of  sex 
life  do  you  have?”  I  like  them,  or  I 
don’t  like  them  according  to  whether 
we  have  things  in  common.  I  don’t 
inquire  into  their  sex  lives.  That’s  only 
one  part  of  gay  people,  just  as  with 
straight  people.  Across  the  board  they 
are  exactly  alike  except  for  their  sexual 
orientation.  Big  deal.  But  to  the 
straight  world  it’s  been  made  to  be  a 
big  deal.  They  have  no  right  to  inquire. 

Somebody  asked  me,  “How  could 
you  live  with  your  son  and  his  lover?” 
I’ve  lived  with  my  married  children.  1 


don’t  allow  myself  to  intrude,  in  my 
thoughts  even,  into  their  private  lives. 
Why  should  I  with  my  gay  son?  I  saw 
Charlie  and  John  with  a  very  beautiful, 
warm  love.  Love  is  love  and  sex  is  sex 
no  matter  how  you  slice  it,  sweetie.  But 
l  don’t  know  whether  even  the  gay 
people  know  how  completely  natural  it 
is  to  me.  Just  because  I  happen  to  be 
straight,  they  have  to  mistrust  me.  I 
worked  long,  long  years  with  Black 
people  and  was  very  often  the  only 
white  face  around.  I  never  questioned 
that  they  had  a  right  to  distrust  me.  My 
White  face  condemned  me  automat¬ 
ically.  I’ve  never  felt  offended  when 
the  gay  world  rejected  my  walking  into 
their  bars.  My  straightness  condemns 
me.  Now  they  can’t  run  around  saying, 
“Are  you  for  or  against?”  How  can 
they  trust  me?  I  don’t  resent  that.  If 
you  have  been  part  of  the  group  that 
oppresses,  you  must  always  accept 
that.  I  would  feel  very  arrogant  if  I  said 
that  I  knew  what  it  was  like  to  be  Black 
in  a  White  world.  1  would  be  just  as 
arrogant  if  I  said  1  knew  what  it  was 
like  to  be  gay  in  a  homophobic  world. 
The  best  1  could  do  was  learn  from  my 
child  and  his  lover,  and  take  what  I 
consider  a  deeply  natural  position. 

(Continued  on  page  17) 
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Lonely? 


Bored? 


Hungry? 


Horny? 

Piano  Out  of  Tune? 


Find  the  answers  to  these  and  other  questions  in  the  new,  1976  edition  of 
A  Gay  Person 's  Guide  to  New  England. 


ALL  NEW!! 


LISTINGS  —  50%  more  than  the  first  edition:  Reorganized 
and  rewritten  •  extended  women’s  listings  •  city  maps  • 
bars  •  businesses  •  outdoor  cruising  •  organizations  • 
services 


FEATURE  ARTICLES  —  something  for  everyone:  Calendars 
of  gay  history  and  herstory  •  coming  out  •  S  &  M  •  gay 
astrology  •  gay  legal  rights  •  transsexual  guide  •  hustling 
•  art  •  theatre  •  drag  •  bath  scene  •  gay  bibliography  • 


more! 


At  your  bookstore,  bar,  or  organization  soon. 


$3.75 


[ask  your  bookie,  barkeep,  or  treasurer  to  order  copies ] 

Dealer  quantity  rates  available  upon  request. 


n 


Special 


Pre-publication 


Offer 


After  the  Guide  is  printed,  it  will  be  sold  in  stores  and  bars  for  $3.75. 
As  an  incentive  to  early  shoppers  (gift-shoppers  take  note!),  we  are 
offering  the  following  special,  limited-time,  pre-publication  prices: 


Single  copy  $3.00 


5  copies  for  $14.00 
10  copies  for  $25.00 


We  must  receive  your  order  and  full  payment  no  later  than  December 
15  in  to  take  advantage  of  these  special  prices.  All  orders  will  be 
processed  and  mailed  within  24  hours  of  the  time  we  receive  the  Guide 
from  the  printer  (expected  December  16).  Postpaid:  sent  in  a  plain 
brown  cover. 


\ 


Li. 


Enclosed  is  $. 


.for 


copies  of  the  1976  edition  of  A  Gay  Per¬ 
son  's  Guide  to  New  England. 


Name. 


Address. 


Send  to:  GPG  Special  Offer,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Do  not  send  CASH 
by  mail. 


City. 


.Zip 


Glorious  sun  .  .  .  when  it's  snowing  in  Boston! 

8  DAYS.  7  NIGHTS  in  CANCUNI 

JANUARY  4  to  11,  1976  ^  JL  1  * 


in  the  luxurious  new 
el  presidente  hotel! 


<  Olympic-size  pool  •  Tennis 

» Night  Club  •  Golf  course  •  Swinging  Bars 


Roundtrip  Boston/Cancun  via  chartered 
PAN  AMERICAN  Jet 
Hot  meals  &  beverages  in  flight 
Welcoming  Cocktail  Party  with  hors 
d’oeuvres  and  music 

A II  These  Great  Features  &  More 
Included  in  the  Low  Price  of  Only 


Per  Person — Double  Occupancy 
US  and  Mexican  Departure  Taxes 
Roundtrip  Transfers  between  Cancun 
Airport  and  the  hotel 


—MEXICO— 

CANCUN,  MEXICO  ...  a  tropicl  paradise 
on  the  blue,  blue  Caribbean!  If  you  are 
gay  you'll  be  eager  to  experience  this 
new,  free-spirited  island  in  the  sun!  14 
miles  of  sugary-white  sand  beaches  bor¬ 
dering  the  blue,  green  and  aqua  waters  of 
the  sea.  Dense  tropical  forests.  Yucatan’s 
richest  center  of  Mayan  culture.  Every 
conceivable  type  of  recreation  for  the 
truly  young  in  heart.  A  sparkling  new 
luxury  hotel  with  every  amenity.  Enter¬ 
tainment  galore  from  swinging  disco  and 
romantic  hideaways  to  folklore  festivals. 
It's  a  first  for  Boston!  Don’t  miss  this  rare 
treat  planned  especially  for  the  gay  com¬ 
munity! 

for  further  information 
Call  or  write  .  .  . 

MARK’S  TRAVEL  SERVICE 

444  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146  lb*  • ) 3OO-Z5O0 


Name 


Address 


City  _ 
State. 


-Zip 


Phone 


COUNSELING 


A 


LTERNATIVES  of  BOSTON 


T 


419  BOYLSTON  ST.  BOSTON,  SUITE  425 
"THE  ALTERNATIVE  GAY  HEALTH  SERVICE' 


INDIVIDUAL-GROUP-COUPLES  COUNSELING 
IMMEDIATE  CLIENT  REFERRAL  -  NO  WAITING 


T 


NO  PHONE  COUNSELING 


FOR  APPOINTMENT  MON-FRI  5-9  pm  -  SAT  104  pm  CALL: 


536-1381  ASK  FOR:  JANE  ■  OR  ■  CHARLEY 


World  Premiere  Now 


BURLESK  STRIPPER  CUM 
MOVIE 

AUTHOR/DIRECTOR 


in 


luring 

MLovr 

Boy 


starring 

Nil  Rlsop  •  Jim  blurt 
Photography  dound 
Jim  Beam  Globe  Ltd. 

Director 
Dove  Miller 

A  WILD  GOQ6E 


FILM 


(Qttcl  @ 


plus 


TOO  HOT  TO  HANDLE 

free  coffee  private  lounge 


ART  CIIBAA  1-2 

204Tremont  St.  482-4661 


Page  14  •  GCN,  December  13,  1975 


Skip  On .... 

Roy  Rodgers  returns  to  the  silver  screen  in  his  first  pic  since 
1952.  “Mackintosh  and  T.J.”  (subtitled  by  Variety,  “Trigger 
Doesn’t  Live  Here  Anymore”)  concerns  a  relationship  between  an 
older  man  and  a  younger  boy  [Clay  O’Brien],  Supposedly  this 
“friendship”  is  so  questionable  that  the  producers  had  to  throw  in 
a  scene  where  the  young  boy  expresses  his  disgust  for  a  homosexual 
who  tries  to  entice  him.  The  plot  has  Roy  Rodgers  accused  of  being 
a  murderous  peeping  tom.  The  flick  is  rated  PG,  a  good  family 
picture  .  .  .  Poland’s  critically  acclaimed  short  for  children, 
“Dreams,”  was  dismissed  from  competition  at  a  recent  festival  in 
Teheran,  Iran.  The  film,  about  friendships,  was  considered  to  be 
too  homosexually  oriented  .  .  .  Swedish  filmmaker  Vilgot  Sjoman’s 
new  pic  will  be  about  transvestites  .  .  .  Russian  actor-writer,  Alexei 
Korotyukov,  says  that  filmmaker,  Sergei  Parajanov,  was  jailed  for 
political  reasons  and  that  the  Soviets  only  used  his  homosexuality 
as  an  excuse  to  get  him  out  of  circulation  .  .  .  The  fictionalized 
account  of  the  Patty  Hearst  case,  “Abduction,”  has  just  been 
released.  Starring  Leif  Erikson,  Dorothy  Malone,  and  Judith- 
Marie  Bergan,  the  pic  features  Patty  being  raped  by  a  lesbian 
radical.  Advance  reviews  say  this  R-rated  scene  looks  just  plain  silly 
.  .  .  The  Italian  government  has  banned  “The  120  Days  of 
Sodom,”  gay  film  director  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini’s  last  film.  They 
stated  that  the  flick  contains  “images  so  outrageous  and  repugnant 
of  sexual  perversion  as  to  offend  without  doubt,  common 
standards  of  decency.”  The  Film  Directors  Guild  was  quick  to 
organize  a  demonstration  protesting  the  decision  .  .  .  William 
Belasco  and  Sal  Mineo  have  purchased  the  film  rights  to  the 
Charles  Gorham  novel,  “McCaffre.”  The  book  is  about  an  affair 
between  a  male  hustler  and  a  female  prostitute.  We  can  be  assured 
that  with  Mineo  directing  the  film  will  portray  gays  sensitively  .  .  . 
One  of  the  leads  in  “One  Flew  Over  the  Cuckoo’s  Nest”  is  gay;  a 
little  bit  nellie,  but  a  person  with  great  strength  of  character.  Action 
takes  place  in  a  mental  hospital .  .  .  “Best  Friends,”  a  low  budget, 
R-rated  flick  on  bisexuality  and  homosexual  jealousy  has  been 
universally  panned  .  .  .  Truman  Capote  will  be  the  mysterious  host 
of  a  bizarre  house  party  in  the  new  Neil  Simon  pic,  “Murder  By 
Death,”  an  Agatha  Christie-type  who-dun-it  comedy.  Also 
featured  are  Eileen  Brennan,  James  Coco,  Peter  Falk,  Alec  Guin¬ 
ness,  Elsa  Lanchester,  David  Niven,  Peter  Sellers,  Maggie  Smith, 
Nancy  Walker,  and  Estelle  Winwood  .  .  .  Gaiety  hit  Las  Vegas 
when  the  stage  play,  “Norman,  Is  That  You?”  opened  last  month 
at  the  Union  Plaza.  Milt  Kamen  stars  as  the  father  who  finds  out 
his  son  is  gay  when  he  goes  to  New  York  to  live  with  him  after  a 
temporary  separation  between  Kamen  and  his  wife.  Father  tries  to 
“normalize”  son  and  his  lover  by  fixing  them  up  with  a  prostitute. 
All  ends  up  happily  with  son  joining  the  Air  Force  and  lover  and 
newly  adopted  parents  returning  to  Dayton,  Ohio  ...  A  new  play, 
“Section  Nine,”  opened  recently  in  Princeton,  N.J,  The  plot 
concerns  a  frustrated  gay  scientist  who  wants  to  destroy  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  with  a  secret  formula  which  is  tattooed  on  his  penis  and 
is  readable  only  when  he  has  an  erection.  The  C.I.A.  gets  into  the 
action  by  training  three  agents  in  the  “Homosexual  Arts”  in  order 
to  discover  the  formula.  The  “climax”  occurs  at  a  gay  bath  house 
and  concludes  with  visuals  of  world  leaders  gayly  and  tenderly 
embracing  one  another  .  .  .  ’Nuff  said. 


Two  of  the  many  lovely  contestants  in  the  Miss  East  Coast  Pageant  held  on  Thanksgiving 
Eve  at  the  Land  of  Oz. 


|)ii 
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Coffee  -  Pastry  —  light  lunch 

Hi  E 

Tues. -Sun.  12-12,  Closed  Monday 
Sidewalk  Dining  Till  Midnight 

1111 

Cottier  of  Ct]arles 

||p 

C&cyMount  ^Vernon 

Boston,  °MA 

GEMELLI'S  RESTAURANT 

ITALIAN  CUISINE 


23  Jersey  St.,  Boston 

(Right  around  the  corner  from  the  1270  Club,  Directly  across  from  Fenway  Park. 

FINE  LIQUORS  AND  WINES 
Reservations  accepted  247-3353 

Monday  thru  Friday  11:30-10  p.m. 


VOLKSWAGEN 

,  Service 

Jk  & 

Ef  Repairs 

Bill  Wooding 

864-2065 

Hartford’s 
Nek/esf 
Gentlemen’s 
Dance  Bar 

YOUR  HOST;  ART  RUSSO 

AHAB’S 

440  Asylum  Ave. 

Hartford,  CT.  (203)  525-5882 


Sip  From  A 1  Gay  JVeu;  Cup 


&  OLE  955 

Champagne  Lounge 


Hot  Shot  Night  Hosts 

Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Jay  &  Frank 

Open  12  Noon  ’til  2  a.  m. 


Go-Go  Boy 
Dancers 


Boston 's  Most  Intimate  Disco 


Sun.  Buffet 

227  Tremont  St.,  Boston  338-8583 


Dick  Greenleaf 
;(617)  247-3500 


478  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02118 


THE 

REEN  LEAF 


'  ‘Plants  <S  Flo  wers  For  Every  Occasion ' 
BAC-MC-CB-OC 
Credit  applications  accepted 
Flowers  Hired 
M-Sat.  9-6 
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New  England  Premiere 

Now  Playing 

IT’S  A  HOT  PICTURE,  likely  to  attract  even 
the  curious  who  are  not  themselves  into  the 
various  sexual  scenes  depicted.  FRED 
HALSREAD  clearly  is  the  KEN  RUSSELL  of 
S& M  hnmoerotina.  — VARIETY 


SEXTOOL 


i 


g 


plus 

L.A.  PLAYS  ITSELF 

FIRST  TIME  IN  LARGE  SCREEN  35  mm 

©£}©$&©©©  ©fiffi©©©  0 


Massachusetts  and  Huntington  Avenues 


262-3888 
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Curing  Homophobia 


GAYRAP,  an  occasional  column  for  gay  teenagers. 

This  space  will  be  open  to  youth  to  ask  for  and  receive  advice,  to  ex¬ 
press  feelings,  to  tell  other  youth  about  activities  in  your  school  or 

town. 


By  Michael  Jay 

I  had  thought  of  writing  this  article 
for  a  long  time  but  never  seemed  to 
have  time.  Something  happened  to  me, 
however,  and  I  decided  I  had  to  make 
time. 

On  Halloween  night  at  about  11:40 
p.m.  I  got  on  a  subway  train  at  Park 
Street.  I  had  just  come  from  a  fantastic 
costume  party/dance  at  the  Charles 
Street  Meetinghouse.  I  was  still  wear¬ 
ing  my  costume:  a  bowler  and  a 
“swash  buckler”  (I  was  dressed  as  an 
aristocratic  English  person).  I  sat  on 
the  train  and  just  thought  of  the  party. 
Then  I  heard  an  unfamiliar  voice 
closeby  say,  “Hey,  that  kid’s  a  fag.” 
To  which  one  of  his  henchmen  replied, 
“How  do  you  know?  His  ass  didn’t 
swish  on  his  way  in.”  “The  button, 
man,  the  button!”  It  just  then  occurred 
to  me  that  I,  had  neglected  to  take  off 
my  How  DARE  you  presume  I’m  a 
heterosexual?  button. 

When  the  train  hit  Government 
Center  I  felt  a  clammy  hand  tap  me  on 
the  shoulder.  It’s  owner  then  asked  he, 
“What’s  with  the  getup?”  1  was  scared 


to  death  but  determined  not  to  show  it. 

I  answered  very  calmly,  “I  just  came 
from  a  costume  party.”  He  replied, 
“You’re  full  of  shit.”  I  wasn’t  going  to 
argue,  so  I  just  ignored  the  guy.  He 
and  his  two  henchmen  then  formed  a 
huddle  and  I  overheard  their  game 
plan:  “Shall  we  nail  him?”  “We’ll 
have  to.”  “Suppose  he  ain’t  getting  off 
at  Lechmere?”  “That’s  our- problem 
not  his.  We’ll  get  off  wherever  he 
does.” 

The  gruesome  trio  had  shut  up  just  as 
the  train  hit  my  stop.  I  got  off  at  North 
Station  followed  by  three  pursuers. 
One  said,  “Don’t  lose  your  hat.”  I  said 
I  wouldn’t  just  as  one  said,  “We’ll  take 
your  head  you  goddamn  queer.”  I  then 
removed  my  button  and  slipped  it  into 
my  breast  pocket.  I  started  to  walk  a 
little  faster  when  I  heard,  “Got  any 
spare  change?”  I  responded  in  the 
negative  and  proceeded  to  run. 

A  quick  glance  behind  me  suggested 
at  least  two  of  these  characters  were 
chasing  me.  I  said  a  mental  prayer  to 
Love  (god)  and  proceeded  to  run  my 
ass  off,  finally  ditching  them. 


When  I  got  on  the  12:10  buddliner 
train  that  night,  I  was  determined  that 
after  my  stomach  settled,  I  would  write 
this  article.  So  here  it  is  a  peaceful 
Sunday  night  and  yours  truly  has  a 
clear  head  and  an  itchy  typing  finger. 
So  here  is  my  program  for  curing 
homophobia  —  slowly  but  surely. 

(a)  Come  out!  No  need  to  be 
obnoxious  or  blatant,  just  be  honest. 

(b)  Get  to  know  all  you  can  about  all 
aspects  of  homosexuality.  Read.  Talk 
to  gay  brothers  and  sisters. 

(c)  Inform!  This  is  probably  the 
most  important  point.  Prejudice  stems 
from  ignorance.  Homophobia  is  a 


sickness  and  to  eliminate  it  you  must 
eliminate  ignorance.  When  straights 
ask  you  honest  questions,  give  them 
honest  answers.  Don’t  make  the  gay 
world  sound  like  the  greatest  thing 
since  sliced  bread.  We  do  have  our 
problems.  Be  sure  to  elaborate  on  the 
individuality  of  gay  persons.  This  is 
(instrumental  in  eliminating  stereotyp¬ 
ing. 

Even  though  I’m  only  17  and  a 
senior  at  a  parochial  high  school,  I 
practice  this  program  and  I've  found  it 
does  work.  Try  it!  Don’t  expect 
miracles.  Just  be  cool  and  keep  Guy 
Love  in  your  hearts. 


mother 


On  the  Movement 

I’m  neither  dismayed  nor  surprised 
at  the  fragmentation  of  the  gay 
movement.  It’s  par  for  the  course  and 
every  group  is  needed,  except  of  course 
the  fascists.  Gay  fascists  are  beyond 
me.  But  what  happens  in  any  move¬ 
ment  is  that  it  fragments  because  one 
section  will  appeal  to  one  person  and 
another  to  another  person.  The  street 
people  are  not  so  comfortable  with  the 
gay  academics.  The  women  are  not 
comfortable  with  the  men  and  vice 
versa.  But  unity  is  absolutely  essential, 
and  we  don’t  have  that  now.  I’m 
completely  convinced  the  movement  is 
going  to  grow,  because  only  the  enemy 
will  profit  if  it  doesn’t.  One  group  after 
another  is  going  to  find  ways  to  attain 
unity  around  a  given  issue. 

I  am  very  interested  in  the  various 
attitudes  of  the  lesbian  movement.  I 


(Continued  from  page  13) 

know  more  about  the  men  because  it 
was  my  son  who  taught  me.  And  the 
lesbian  movement  is  even  later  coming 
forward  than  the  men’s  movement,  as 
you  well  know.  It  really  didn’t  matter 
what  women  did  for  all  those  hundreds 
of  years  because  we  weren’t  worth 
anything  anyhow.  And  now  that  the 
lesbian  movement  is  emerging  they  are 
going  to  catch  just  what  the  men  have 
caught  all  these  years.  Terrible  abuse, 
penetration  by  the  FBI,  and  every 
other  goddamn  thing  that  the  men  have 
put  up  with  for  years.  But  you  must 
take  this  as  flattery.  Because  unless  a 
movement  gets  big  enough  and  impor¬ 
tant  enough,  they  don’t  give  a  damn. 
It’s  hard,  I  know.  It’s  not  the  nicest 
kind  of  flattery  you  can  get,  but  it  does 
show  that  you’re  important,  if  they 
bother  with  you.  I’ve  had  tapped 
telephones  off  and  on  all  my  life.  It’s  a 
_compliment. 

“The  heat  piece 


Q> 


By  A  vi 

I  can  7  believe  it. 

What? 

Look  over  there. 

Where? 

Over  there  stupid. 

What  am  I  supposed  to  see? 

Look,  they’re  holding  hands. 

Wow.  /  can  7  believe  it. 

Everyone ’s  just  staring. 

Isn  7  that  what  we  ’re  doing. 

You  ’re  right.  Try  not  to  look. 

What  should  I  took  at? 

Look  at  me  if  you  have  to. 

Hey,  I  don’t  have  to  look  at  you.  1  want  to  took  at  you. 
Just  don  7  trip  as  you  walk. 

It  is  kind  of  hard  not  to  if  I’m  looking  at  you. 

Well  then,  look  at  something  else.  We’re  late. 

Did  I  ever  tell  you  how  much  I  like  you? 

Every  no  w  and  then. 

I  never  said  it  before. 

You  don  7  have  to.  I  can  feel  it. 

Really? 

Can  7  you  feel  that  I  like  you? 

I  do. 

Well  then  that ’s  all  settled .  .  .  Look  out! 

OOoops. 

I  told  you  to  watch  it. 

I  just  want  to  look  at  you. 

You  ’re  crazy.  You  ’ll  die  before  we  get  there.  We  ’re  late! 
But  I  need  you  right  now.  I’ve  got  to  feel  you. 

Just  keep  walking. 

Give  me  your  hand. 

What!  Are  you  flipped  out. 

I  have  to  have  your  hand. 

All  right.  Just  walk  fast.  We’re  late. 

end  of  part  two 
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COUNTRY  CLUB 


Rte.  139  Randolph 


For  Info  Call  963-9809 


COMDINI^  1¥ENIT5 


CHRISTMAS  PARTY 

Free  Buffet 

Bring  an  ornament 
and  get  in  free 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  31 

NEW  YEARS  EVE  PARTY" 

$25  per  couple 

Full  Course  Dinner 

2  am  Continental  Breakfast 

THE  LATEST 
NA  TURAL  LOOK 

253  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Styling  —  Coloring 
Uniperm 

247-7441 

J  ASK  for  So  tty  OR  //fff/y, 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★*★*■•*★★ 


■LIQUID  SILVER  JEWELRY 


Create  your  own  sterling 
Silver  choker  necklace 
with  high  quality  semi-, 
precous  stones  tor  your¬ 
self  tine  personal  gifts 
or  profit  Great  savings' 

Easy,  fast  instructions 
enclosed  Kits  include 
wire.  (iqukJ  silver  beads 
and  balls  barrel  screw 
clasp  and 

A  turquoise  nuggets 
B  coral  nuggets 
C  lavender  amvthests 
D  Heist* (dark 4  light) beads 


$T19S 
S  ft  95 
Stf  96 
$895 


E  Mother  of  Pearl  t  a  Usman  and  beads  $1195 
For  preassembled  jewelry  add  $2  50  Sterling  p*erc*d  or  screw- 
on  dangle  earnngs  to  match  each  kit  $4  50/pr  Oder  by  tut 
tetter  and  jewelry  type  Check  or  money  order  ppd  A  R  a  Dept  G 
PO  Bo*  8069  Boston  Mass  02114  Prompt  shipment* 

■  Special  rates  bcdfc  orders’ - 
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One  bedroom  w/cab..  K itch . ,  and  living 
rm.  m  good  bldg,  w/  good  folks.  Wall 
to  wall  and  your  own  heat  control. 
Located  opposite  Pru.  $174  mo.  Call 
Jay  353-1958. 


Large  carpeted  two  bedroom  beamed 
ceiling,  brick  wall  living  room,  all  utili¬ 
ties  included.  $250  Available  now  or 
Jan  1st.  Rutland  Square.  Call  late  after 
9  pm  and  all  day  Sun.  267-3085. 


VICTORIAN  TOWNHOUSE  to  rent  to 
prof  types.  4  bedrooms,  1  Vi  baths, 
liv.,  dining  rm.,  kitchen,  fireplaces. 
Also  one  bedroom  apts.  with  exposed 
brick  walls.  Call  738-4891? 


ENTIRE  FLOOR 

of  Union  Park  townhouse,  available 
Jan.  i.  All  gay  house.  Good  parking, 
privacy,  clean  and  neat.  Call  Dave  or 
Kim.  426-6025. 


Suburban  —  Duncanist  Fields  Corner 
1st  fir  apt.  4  rms,  2  br,  $125/mo.  util 
extra.  Garage  avail  near  all  shops/ 
MBTA.  Pis  call  825-8602  eves.  Prefer 
gay  couple. 


GAV  GREETING  CARDS 
Tasteful,  gay  greeting  cards  for  the 
Holiday  Season.  Now  on  sale  at  OTHER 
VOICES,  30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  or 
write  for  brochure:  Gayline  Greetings, 
P.O.  Box  1715-G,  Boston  02105. 


MERRY  X-MAS  &  HAPPY  HANUKAH. 
STATUE  OF  LIBERTY  T-SHIRTS  now 
available  in  s-m-l-xl,  white,  in  time  for 
holiday  season  at  the  OTHER  VOICES, 
30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  or  write  Gay 
Media  Action,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  ■ 
021 08  (61 7)  523-1 081 .  


SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT 
AND 

WE'LL  GIVE  YOU  THE  NEWS 
Subscribe  now  to  GCN  and  you’ll  get 
the  news  hot  off  the  presses  along  with 
fabulous  features  and  curious  classi¬ 
fieds  to  keep  you  informed  and  keep 
you  interested. 


ARE  YOU  WARM,  SENSITIVE,  PER¬ 
SONABLE  YET  AGGRESSIVE?  Would 
you  like  a  job  where  you  can  make  your 
own  hours?  Would  you  like  to  make  an 
unlimited  amount  of  money?  A  profes¬ 
sional  Boston-based  weekly  newspaper 
is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  This  could  be  the  chance  of  your 
lifetime.  Call  Marion  at  426-4469. 


PROPOSAL  WRITER 
A  coalition  of  community  self-help  or¬ 
ganizations  working  in  the  area  of  sub¬ 
stance  abuse,  treatment  and  prevention 
is  seeking  a  full-time  experienced, 
vocational  rehabilitation  specialist. 
Knowledgeable  in  proposal  writing, 
planning,  coordination,  research  and 
evaluation.  An  equal  opportunity  em¬ 
ployer.  Send  resume  to:  Region  U1 
Self-Help  Coalition,  336a  Blue  Hill  Ave¬ 
nue.  Dorchester,  MA  021,21 


MARKETING  MANAGER 
Well-organized,  creative,  responsible 
person  sought  for  promotional /sales 
position.  Previous  marketing,  promo¬ 
tional.  or  other  related  experience 
highly  desirable  but  not  absolutely 
necessary.  Job  runs  now-through\f*eb. 
or  March  1976.  Salary.  Part-time;  hours 
flexibie  Contact  Dave  Peterson,  GCN/ 
GPG,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
(617)  426-8752  or  426-4469. 


Women’s  band  forming,  to  play  Boston 
arer  gay  sme  str  jobs.  Nd  esp.  DRUMS, 
SAX,  BASS.  Exp  a  def  adv,  also  willing 
2  wk  out  arr.  Ginny  876-9174. 


SmLlEO  PEOPLE 

needed  to  handle  business,  circulation, 
production  and  fund-raising  functions 
for  MEN  SHARING  newsletter.  A  non¬ 
profit  operation,  the  newsletter  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  volunteers  for  men  in  Greater 
Boston  concerned  about  changing, 
roles,  personal  and  institutional  sexism 
and  restructuring  society  along  human¬ 
istic  values  Write:  MEN  SHARING,  c/o 
Campus  Free  College,  466  Comm 
Ave  .  Boston. 


MEN'S  ARTICLES 

by  and  about  men,  are  needed  for  the 
MEN  SHARING  newsletter.  Poetry, 
essays  news  articles,  reviews  and 
feature  articles  are  needed.  Focus  of 
newsletter  is  on  men  challenging 
traditional  male  roles,  sexism  and 
concepts  of  masculinity.  Concern  is  for 
restructuring  society  along  humanist 
principles  Write:  MEN  SHARING,  C/O 
Campus  Free  College,  406  Comm. 
Ave..  Boston. 


Be  your  own  boss.  Set  your  own  hours. 
Join  the  GCN  team  of  ad  representa¬ 
tives.  Don’t  restrict  yourself  to  Boston. 
We  have  outlets  all  over  New  England. 
20%  commission.  Earn  extra  money  or 
make  it  a  full-time  job.  Dennis,  Bill,  and 
Diane  are  here  to  help  you.  Write  GCN 
or  call  617-426-4469. 


Spencer  please  write  to  GCN  Box  521. 
Lester. 


Any  person  interested  in  doing  VOLUN¬ 
TEER  work???  For  any  number  of. 
hours.  Within  the*GAY  COMMUNITY; 
please  write  Box  1976,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Discretion  is  assured!  


Experienced  typesetter,  pasteup  &  lay¬ 
out  man,  now  student,  desires  similar 
position  or  office  work  part  time  after¬ 
noons.  Call  296-4517  eves. 


100  FLOWER  BOOKSTORE  CO-OP 
15  Pearl  St.,  Central  Sq.,  Cambridge. 
Books  15%  off  to  members.  Poetry 
readings,  concerts,  children’s  hour, 
used  books.  (617)  661-1640.  Come, 
join! 


The  Peoples  College  ot  Law  hi  ua 
tional  Lawyers  Guild  is  a  new  4-year  law 
school  oriented  toward  those  usually 
excluded  from  the  legal  educational 
process.  Gay  people,  especially  les¬ 
bians  and  third  world  gays  are  definitely 
welcome.  Entrance  requirements  are  2 
years  of  college  leading  toward  a  Bach¬ 
elor's  degree,  or  you  must  take  the 
college  equivalency  test.  Tuition  is  low. 
All  applications  should  be  committed 
to  use  the  law  as  a  tool  for  social 
change.  For  more  information,  write 
Gay  Caucus,  c/o  PCL/NLG,  2228  West 
7th  St.,  L.A.,  CA  90057  or  call  (213) 
388-81 71 . 


GWF  28,  WESTPORT,  CONN, 
would  like  to  meet  a  mature,  aggres¬ 
sive,  lesbian  fora  lifetime  relationship. 
I  enjoy  walks  on  the  beach  at  sunset, 
dinner  parties  for  two,  lazy  Sundays.  If 
you  like  the  same  write  GCN  Box  502  or 
call  (203)  226-4182  after  6:00  p.m. 


FRAMINGHAM  MODEL 
Goodlookinq  bi  WM  will  mo'del  semi¬ 
nude  and  nude.  You  name  it.  435-5564. 


Bi  WM  college  student,  needs  financial 
assistance.  Write  P.O.  Box  394,  Bel- 
rpont,  MA  021  78. 


BOSTON  BAIL  PROJECT 
Most  people  who  are  arrested  are  al¬ 
lowed  bail.  The  rich  can  always  pay. 
The  poor  often  languish  in  dirty  cells 
just  because  they  are  poor.  You  can 
help.  Contact  the  Boston  Bail  Project, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
02138,  or  call  (617)  491-1575. 


FRI.  NIGHT  BLUE? 

Why  be  bored,  hassled  or  stood  up? 
Come  to  GCN  office  at  6  pm  and  exper¬ 
ience  good  folks  and  pleasant  conver¬ 
sation.  while  folding  and  mailing  GCN. 

YOUNG,  GAY  AND  HASSLED? 

Call  or  drop  in  to  Project  Lambda,  70 
Charles  St.,  Boston  (227-8587).  An 
advocacy  program  for  youth  (12-17 
years  old)  who  need  help  dealing  with 
family,  court,  school,  etc.  M-F.  10  am- 
6  pm. 


ANDROGYNY  BOOK  SHOP 
A  wide  selection  of  gay  feminist  and 
nonsexist  childrens  books.  Come  and 
visit  when  you're  in  Montreal.  1217 
Crescent  St.,  Montreal,  (514)  866-21 31 . 
OTHER  VOICES  —  Gay  bookstore  at  30 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  3rd  floor,  open 
11  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Mon.  through  Satur¬ 
day.  Many  new  titles  including  Woman 
Plus  Woman. 


BLACK  GAY  MEN’S  CAUCUS 
Concerned  brothers  should  write  GCN 
Box  9600. 


GF  war.  s  working  situation  with  wo¬ 
men  in  the  New  England  area.  Have 
background  in  printing  press  and  news- 
papers.  Write  GCN  Box  470. 


PRISON  MINISTRY  IN  R.l. 

We  are  trying  to  contact  Gay  men  & 
women  in  the  Adult  Correctional  ISTI. 
We  are  seeking  names  of  those 
individuals  who  would  be  interested  in 
receiving  correspondence  from  other 
gays.  If  you  know  of  anyone,  please 
contact:  Connie  DiCenzo,  c/o  MCC 
Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Provi- 
dence.  R.l  02907.  -  .  - - 


I  would  like  to  meet  a  (tall?)  GWF  20  + 
who  is  sensitive,  understanding,  and 
not  into  one-nighters  or  drugs.  I'm  18, 
5'4’  ,  125,  long  brown  hair,  attractive? 
and  very  shy.  Ns-Boston  area  is  best. 
Please  write  to  P.O.  Box  132,  Swamp- 
scott,  MA  01907. 


KOSMIC  LESBIAN  BLUES 
Gutsy  saphic  songs  and  freaky  instru¬ 
mentals  —  almost  all  original  —  1  les¬ 
bian,  4  instruments,  many  styles.  Reas¬ 
onable  rates.  Call  Margo,  232-4181,  2 
p.m. -4  a.m.,  or  write  GCN,  Box  1970. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mother’s  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,- 
Wash.  98109,  206-282-5798.  Member¬ 
ship  $5.00. 


NEED  A  PARTNER 

For  squash,  jogging,  canoeing,  box¬ 
ing,  board  games,  canasta,  frisbee, 
etc.?  The  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  has  expanded  to  include 
non-team  games,  and  provide  partners 
for  people  who  wish  to  play  and/or 
learn  such  games.  For  information, 
write  Ron  at  GCN  Box  8000. 


GWM  21,  5’5",  126  lbs.  Quiet,  tired  of 
bars.  Seeks  GWM  20-28  for  a  meaning¬ 
ful,  quiet  and  lasting  relationship. 
Please  enclose  photo.  Sincere  replies. 
J.G.L.,  P.O.  Box  963,  Spfld. ,  MA 
01101. 


Northeast  Vermong  GWM,  41 ,  cultured, 
bearded,  good-looking,  seeks  contact 
with  other  GM,  especially  ages  18-30. 
Welcome  to  stay  over.  Write  GCN  Box 
52Q. 


Wallingford  or  New  Haven  relocation. 
N6ed  info  on  jobs,  roommates,  gay 
community  situations  and  seek  friend 
to  make  contact.  GWM  age  30s.  Write 
GCN  Box  519. 


PEOPLE  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Warm  pictures  &  portraits  of  nice 
people  &  couples.  By  GCN  photog¬ 
rapher,  Martha  or  Jim.  GCN  Box  481 . 


NAT'L  GAY  PRISONERS  COALITION 
would  love  to  hear  from  any  Gay 
Brother  or  Sister  who  is  interested  in 
helping  liberate  the  Rights  of  Gay 
Prisoners  in  Federal  Prisons.  Contact 
Johnny  Gibbs,  #86976-132,  Box  1000, 
US.  Prison,  Lewisburg,  PA  17837. 
(Chairman  of  the  National  Gay  Prison¬ 
ers  Coalition). 


GAY  SOCIETY  OF  ANGOLA 
New  Gay  organization  in  Louisiana 
prison.  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
with  support  contact  Anthony  T.  Smith, 
GSOA,  PMB-71437-CBA,  Angola,  LA 
70712. 


Seek  photos  or  Oriental  male  nudes. 
Will  settle  for  fundoshi,  but  prefer 
young  nudes.  Know  where  I  can  buy 
and/or  see:  Derek,  P.O .  Box  43,  A  list  on 
02134.  _ 


We  would  like  to  know:  is  there  anyone, 
gay,  high  energy,  free  like  the  stoned 
moon,  active-productive,  sti'l  quiet, 
happy,  loving,  suffering,' strong,  froth, 
attractive,  together  somehow  aware.  It 
so,  come  be  with  us  a  potter.  Libow 
Pottery,  Harrisville,  N.H.  03450,  603- 
827-3388. 


AMERICA  LATINA  — LATIN  AMERICA 
Estamos  interesados  en  comunicarnos 
con  Gays  en  America  Latina  y  el  Caribe. 
Si  tienes  amistades  en  estas  areas,  por 
favor  pideles  que  se  comuniquen  con 
nosotros,  o  envianos  sus  nombres  y 
direcciones.  We  are  interested  in 
corresponding  with  Gays  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean.  If  you  have 
friends  in  these  areas,  please  ask  them 
to  write  us,  or  send  us  their  names  and 
addressed.  Comunidad  de  Orgullo  Gay, 
Apartado  5523,  Puerta  de  Tierra,  San 
Juan,  P  R.  00906. 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TONY 


Love  Always, 


HELY 


Bi  male  would  like  to  meet  couple  for 
mutual  relationship  so.  of  Boston. 
Mike.  GCN  Box  354. 


GWM  35  interested  in  meeting  others 

with  same  committment  for  both 
emotional  and  other  contacts  (money?). 
Write  FM,  Box  112,  Warren,  R.l.  02885 


Woman  early  30s  new  to  the  northern 

counties,.  Bright,  independent,  and 
professional  would  like  to  meet  woman 
of  good  humor  to  share  films,  conversa¬ 
tion  and  exploration  of  activities  of  this 
area.  Lowell,  Fitchburg  and  Nashua. 
Write  GCN  Box  518. 


Lesbian,  feminist  student  would  like  to  ££  f*ch“n0«  “  NYC-West  VII.  Exc 
meet  other  gay  women  norlntO  being  aP,s  one  wke"d  per  mo.,  have  studio  in 


"cool.  ”  Write  GCN  Box  522. 


'West  Village.  Write  to* T.  Curt,  352  W 
12th  St.,  5A,  NYC  10014. 


classified  ad  order  form 


Attention  my  lover,  I  love  our  new 

house  and  hope  youj  do  too.  I  look 
forward  to  much  happiness  and  love 
■here  with  you.  Much  love,  Your  Puppy. 


(  lawilied  Ad  deadline  i\  I  uesdai  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 

Sublicalion). 

I  ads  must  be  paid  in  adsance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Bromfield  Si..  Boston,  Mass.  0210ft. 

Since  we  serve  the  Northeast,  please  include  your  area  code 
if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 

hours  are:  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Wednesday; 
It)  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Thursday;  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Friday  and 
Saturday;  and  4  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sunday, 


Non-business:  $2.00  tor  4  lines  (.15  characters  per  line);  each 
additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  cents  for  25 
characters. 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST& FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


’  FOREIGN  FRIEND 
Prof.  GF,  35,  attr. ,  ambitious,  creative 
shy  to  bars  and  crowds,  seeks  mature 
sensitive  companionship  with  prol 
older  or  foreign  woman  of  some  clas 
not  beauty,  who  adores  life,  books 
j  movies,  and  dining,  to  share  lovelines 
of  feelings,  words,  and  nature.  Giv 
■  phone  and  write  M,  Box  282,  Cam 
bridge,  MA  02138. 


Business  til  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a  busi¬ 
ness):  $.1.00  per  week  tor  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line) 
and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  characters. 


Headlines, 


i  First  4  lines. 


Hox  \umbers: 

are  as  tillable  at  $  100  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick  up  your  mail. 
II.  however,  you  wish  your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is 
$2.00  lor  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd 
and  6th  weeks.  It  you  want  mail  forwarded  more  often, 
please  include  50  cents  above  the  $2.00  charge  for  each 
additional  time  you  want  it  forwarded. 


at  $ _ per  week  $_ 

_  at  $ _ per  week  $_ 

Each  add’l  line _  at  $ _ per  week  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $2.00/6  weeks  $ _ 

Extra  Forwardings  at  504/time .  $ _ 


I  Wanted,  gay  W  boy  ?  to  17  yrs.  old 
I  lonely,  unwanted,  hassled  for  what  yoi 
I  are,  I’ll  have  you.  Perm.  only.  No  drugs 
I  no  bi,  no  ferns.  Send  letter,  pic,  tel. 
age.  Hurry!  Don’t  wait,  am  lonely  too 
Write  I. A. ,  2784  Hamburo  St.,  Schdy 
N.Y.  12303. 

Gft/VF  33,  general  Boston  area,  wants  t< 

meet  GWF  for  friendship  or  longtern 
I  relationship.  Intelligent,  caring,  enjoy 
table  to  be  with.  If  interested,  pleast 
J  respond,  .1  might  be  just  the  persor 
you've  been  looking  for.  Write  GCN  Bo) 
516. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 

Name . 

City . State. 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . „ . *_ 

PLEASE  PRINT  NEATLY. 


Address... . 

Zip . ...Phone. 


GCN  has  no  control  over  classif 
advertisers.  We  cannot  assure  you  tl 
your  inquiry  will  be  answered  or  that 
product  or  service  is  accurately  prese 
ed. 


GWF  early  50s,  attractive,  would  li 
meet  same  for  companionship  in 
Hampshire  area  Write  GCN  Box  ‘ 


A  home  offered  to  young  (19-23)  GWM, 
smooth  swimmers  bod,  not  hirsute,  in 
exchange  for  light  housework.  No  $$. 
You  must  be  quiet,  reasonably  mascu¬ 
line,  preferably  non-smoker,  who  needs 
a  home,  a  father  image  and  supportive 
care.  No  commitments  at  this  time.  I’d 
like  a  lover  but  it’s  going  to  take  a  whfle 
pefore  scars  from  the  last  one  heal.  Be 
sincere,  honest,  together.  Nice  deal  for 
student  or  similar,  i  am  loving,  affec¬ 
tionate,  thoughtful,  supportive,  decent 
in  an  old-fashioned  sense,  and  youth¬ 
fully  active  6'2’’,  1 65  lbs.  Write  fully, 
preferably  with  photo,  to  GCN  Box  489 
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BOSTON  BABIES  18  ANDUP 
Are  you  into  wet  beds,  levis,  diapers, 
etc  ?  So  am  I  Rick,  P.O.  Box  8565. 
Boston.  MA  02114 _ 

Dear  Classified  Advertiser: 

If  preference  as  to  race  (B  or  W)  does 
not  matter,  why  put  it  in? 


FREE,  Gay  Community  Pamphlets 
going  into  Vol.  2,  No.  1.  Published  by 
Hop  Brook  Gay  Commune,  Box  923. 
Amherst  at  Walt  Whitman  Way.  New 
Salem,  Ma. 


GCN  WANTS  YOUR  STORY 
Write  Lyn,  your  personal  story  about 
Coming  Out,  your  relationships,  your 
family’s  reaction  to  your  gayness,  your 
favorite  gay  experience,  your  worst 
experience.  We  need  you  in  GCN!  Send 
to  Lyn  at  GCN . _ 

GF  young  dyke  age  23  5'5",  likes  music, 
art,  most  sports.  Wishes  to  meet  same 
for  talk,  good  times,  and  whatever  in 
Cape  Cod  area.  Write  GCN  Box  504. 

Prof.  GWM .  28,  seeks  gay  or  bi  teen  for 
companionship.  I  like  sports,  theater, 
movies,  camping.  Sex  not  necessary 
unless  mutually  agreeable.  Be  sincere. 
Write  GCN  Box  1980. 

GWF  30  desires  to  meet  a  non-plast 
GWF  who  also  is  a  natural  and  real  fee  - 
ing  individual.  Would  like  to  share 
movie-going,  wining,  dining,  but  most 
of  all  I  want  to  meet  and  know  u  on  £ 
non-plastic  basis.  I’m  tired  of  phonies! 
Please  no  BGFs,  bi,  straights.  P.O.  Box 
153C,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

I'm  looking  for  a  guy  17-24,  who's 
cleancut  &  mostly  straight  appearing, 
not  into  one  nighters!  Security,  quiet 
evenings  in/out!  I’m  26,  live  n/Boston. 
Have  my  own  lux  apt  and  car  and  do 
alright  for  myself  near  bars,  but  t’m  sick 
of  that  type  of  life.  I've  had  enough  ass, 
I’d  like  to  try  a  mind!  Write,  we  might 
really  gain,  and  don't  worry  I  didn’t 
write  this  for  fun.  I’ll  respond  if  you  take 
t/time  to  inc.  your  age,  height,  weight, 
interests,  fun!  A  picture  will  get  you 
either  a  dinner  date  at  the  Copley  or  a 
return  envelope  with  your  picture  and  a 
note  to  pin  it  up  on  a  dart  board!  Seri¬ 
ously  I  will  respond  and  don’t  worry 
about  being  nervous,  I  expect  it,  and  I’ll 
know  how  to  handle  it!  Let's  meet! 
Occupant,  PMB  15,  102  Charles  St., 
Boston  02114. 


Publications 


Transvestite  Newsletter.  Free  Sample. 
Has  articles,  photos,  personals  and  un¬ 
usual  offers.  Write  Empathy,  Box 

12466,  Seattle,  Wash.  98111. _ 

Personal  ad  fisting  service.  100’s  of 
personal  non-coded  ads  of  young 
persons.  Send  50c  for  a  recent  sample 
issue  with  complete  information  and  an 
ad  form.  Write  BSJ,  Box  337,  Milliken, 
CO  80543. 


News  from  the  North!  Subscribe  to  the 
Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter,  a 
monthly  journal  of  gay  and  feminist 
news  and  opinion  from  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  $4/year.  Sent  in  sealed,  unmark¬ 
ed  envelopes.  Make  checks  payable  to 
MGTF  Newsletter,  Box  4542,  Portland, 
Maine  04112. 


SAND  FORTRESS  LOVERS 
John  Coriolan's  New  Gay  Novel,  Three 
Weeks  in  July,  $3.50:  Renaissance,  Box 
292G  Village  Station,  N.Y.C.  10014. 
Please  sign  statement  you  are  21! 

MAJORITY  REPORT 
Feminist  News  For  Women  —  pub¬ 
lished  every  other  week.  Subscr.  $5.00/ 
year.  74  Grove  St.,  NYC  10014. 

f  FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  lesbians,  put  out  by 
Boston  DOB.  New,  exciting  format.  60c 
sample  copy,  $6.00  for  1  year.  Send 
check  to  DOB,  419  Boylston  St.,  Rm. 
323,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

PEACEWORK 

Nonviolent  social  change  news  report¬ 
ed  in  lively  monthly  New  England 
newsletter.  Subscription  $3,  sample 
copy  free.  Peacework,  48  Inman  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

Amsterdam  Gayzette,  Europe's  favorite 
gay  newspaper!  Printed  in  English  and 
published  monthly.  Enjoy  world  fa¬ 
mous  ’’Outrageous”  classified  ads  from 
Gayzette  readers  in  Europe  and  USA, 
plus  lots  of  male  nudes!  Send  $1 .00  for 
sample  copy.  Amsterdam  Gayzette, 
P.O.  Box  893,  Amsterdam  1000,  Hol¬ 
land. 

LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the  Southern 
gay  experience,  read  The  Barb,  the 
news  monthly  for  Southern  gays. 
Regional  and  national  news,  lifestyle 
commentary,  entertainment  columns. 
Subscription  per  year  $5/3rd  class;  $8/ 
1st  class.  Sample  50c.  (All  copies 
mailed  in  anonymous  envelope.)  Clas¬ 
sifieds  lOc/wd.  Mastercharge,  Euro 
Card  and  Acess  accepted.  The  South’s 
largest  gay  publication:  The  Barb, 
P.O.B.  7922-B,  Atlanta,  GA  30309. 

JOURNALISM  SOUTHERN  STYLE 
The  South  a  strange  land  about  which 
many  people  have  ideas  but  few  people 
really  know.  Find  out  about  it,  read  THE 
j  BARB,  The  News  Monthly  for  Southern 
iGays.  Sample  copy  50c;  1  yr.  (12 
! issues)  $5.00.  POB  7922B,  Atlanta,  GA 
30309.  (Advertisers'  inquiries  welcome 
—we’re  the  South’s  largest  gay  publica- 
tion— current  circulation  16,000.) 

TEAM  MAIL  ORDER  HOUSE 
Publisher  of  fine  magazines  and  mail 
order  products.  Write  today  for  free 
catalog  to:  TEAM,  883  Geary  St.,  San 
Francisco  CA  94102. _ f _ ; 

WIN  MAGAZINE 

Peace  and  freedom  through  non-violent 
action.  Subscription  $7/year.  WIN,  Box 
547,  Rifton,  N.Y.  12471 . 

1  r 

NEW  LEATHER  CATALOG 
Just  published.  Has  great  handmade 
S&M,  B&D  Leather  Gear  plus  fantastic 
Erotic  Jewelry.  Only  $3.  Send  with 
name,  address,  age  to:  TANTALUS, 
P.O.  Box  9052-G,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


Lesbian/Feminist  driving  to  Texas.  Lv 
Boston  12/13.  Ret  approx  1/15.  Need 
2-3  women  to  share  expenses  and 
driving.  One-way  OK.  Vicki,  266-4013. 

Drivers  wanted  to  Fla.  (&  USA).  Must  be 
21  plus  with  good  ref's  and  ID'S.  Small 
gas  allowance.  Avail,  immed.  Call  Joe, 
267-4836,  AUTO  DRIVEAWAY  CO. 


HOMEOPATHIC  CHIROPRATE  DR 

GM  23.  sks  rmmate  for  Brooki  apt  Licensed,  no  drugs,  herbs  and  spinal 
Large  sunny  room,  conven  to  T  $122  adjustment,  painless.  $20  for  session 
mo.  ptus  util.  738-8325.  _  734-6996  eve  739-1252 


SKI  GROUPS 

Weekerld  ski  trips  to  Maine.  Skiing, 
swimming,  sauna,  food,  lift  tickets 
from  $69.  Write  GCN  Box  470  for 
details.  


GWM  witn  apartment  to  share  very 
large  Beacon  St.  Brookline,  with  large 
living  room,  reception  hall,  dining  area 
with  a  fully  equipped  kitchen,  washer- 
dryer,  and  dishwasher.  Two  bedrooms 
and  two  baths,  rent  with  util  incl 
$150.00  per  month.  Call  after  7:00  p.m., 
738-0339  


Male  to  Female  transsexual  would  like 
to  share  her  borne  with  aggressivej.es- 
bian.  Coop  living,  share  and  share  alike 
expenses  and  chores.  Pic  and  phone. 
Write  P.O.  Box  63,  Boston,  MA  02137. 
Wanted,  Gay  Person  for  Belmont 
house.  Close  to  trans.,  semi-coop,  $80 
plus  util.  Stable  people  only.  484-5935, 
keep  trying.  Available  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Large  Br  in  woody  Woburn  house  avail¬ 
able  Jan.  1.  We  are  2  people,  2  dogs, 
plants,  into  good  living.  Rent  $115  + 
Call  933-0596  evenings. 

Live  in  Cambridge  house,  own  bed¬ 
room,  rent  free  in  return  for  some  work 
each  week  of  house  maintenance  and 
repair.  Includes  some  cleaning,  paint¬ 
ing,  simple  carpentry  and  gardening. 
No  great  skill  needed,  prefer  student. 
Do  not  want  hermits,  would  like  to 
share  mea's.  Must  be  neat,  clean,  enjoy 
working  on  old  house,  and  have  the 
time  for  it.  GCN  Box  517. 

Gay  male  wanted  to  share  Ig  comf 
house  in  Swampscott  near  beach  and 
close  to  Salem  State.  $140  includes 
parking,  two  private  rooms  and  utilities. 
Call  592-6494. 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Male  law  student  seeks  quiet  person  to 
share  nice  E.  Camb.  apt.,  own  room, 
near  MBTA.  $100  mo.  utl/inc.,  moving 
in  Jan.  1  st.  491  -0968. 

3  LESBIANS  and  CHILD  need  2  Lesbian 
Feminists  to  share  spacious  house  in 
Allston.  Yard,  driveway,  own  bedroom 
and  lots  of  sun.  $55  no  util.  783-9415. 
Feminist  F/M  wanted  to  share  comf.  3 
br  apt  w/2F.  $98  inc.  heat.  Brkline  Vil. 
Conv  to  Riverside-Arborway.  Call 
morn/eves  'til  12.  738-7963. 


Boston  room  for  2  persons  to  share 
their  own  quarters  in  a  private  setting. 
Call  267-2274  _ _ _ 

CO-OP  IN  FRAMINGHAM 
Interested  in  renting  house  (or  buying) 
in  rustic  location  or  renting  with  a  few 
people  in  Framingham  Center  Best 
time  to  call  9  a  m. -2  p.m.,  ask  for  Peter 
(David).  881-9885  (Discretion,  please). 

Roommate  wanted  for  modern  2  br.  apt. 
Allston-Brighton  area.  $140/mo.,  heat 
and  hot  water  incl.  Easy  access  to  T 
and  stores.  Call  Dennis  after  7  pm, 
277-3015. _ ' _ 

'  THERE  ARE  SIXTEEN  FAGGOTS 

living  on  Fort  Hill.  We’re  building  our 
gay  identity  in  ways  never  tried  before. 
We  live  in  communal  houses  and  our 
movement  is  growing.  Come,  join i  us. 
Call  Greg  or  Patrick  at  442-6029  or 
440-8551 . 

BEDROOM,  with  cooking  privileges,  in 
gay  house  in  South  End.  Privacy,  but 
share  bath.  Want  neat,  conscientious 
male.  Possibility  of  rent  reduction  for 
hall  and  stair  maintenance.  This  is  a 
legitimate  ad.  Phone  426-6025  any 
time,  leave  message  for  Dave. _ 

SEEK  ROOMMATE 

For  modern  2  BR  apt.,  Beacon  Hill 
Recent  renov.,  modern  kitchen  &  bath, 
attractive,  conven.  to  T  &  shopping. 
Own  room,  porch.  Furn,  $150/mo.,  yr. 
lease,  seek  respon.  working  male 
•  compat.  with  cats.  Call  Henry  a* 
723-6264  after  6  p.m.  or  894-1980 

Post-college  gay  male  seeks  roommate 
with  which  to  look  for  apt.  in  Beacon 
Hill  or  Cambridge  area.  Preferred  rent 
130-1 75  each /month.  Send  Info  to  GCN 
Box  51 1 . 

Wanted:  gay  male  roommate,  in  quiet 
neighborhood  within  close  walking 
distance  to  subway.  Off  street  parking. 
Call  296-4517. 

Looking  for  a  gay  clientele?  Are  you 
starting  a  new  business  venture  that  is 
service  oriented?  Why  not  try  a  GCN 
classified  in  the  Services  section?? 


Hypnotherapy  and  Couples.  734-6996, 
eve  739-1257.  Fee  $25  each  session. 
Licensed  Doctor.  Initial  session  no 
charge.  Also  analysis  and  Gestalt,  TM 
and  primal  therapy. 


PIRMANENI  HAIR  REMOVAL 

|  all  parts  of  I he  body 

Wolter  Driscoll,  Regist'd  Eletlrologist 

Free  Consultation  Invited 
26  West  St..  Boston,  MA 
Phone  426  5067 


CHRISTMAS  AND  HANUKAH 
Give  your  lover  a  12  month  vacation. 
Riverfront  tent  site,  2  acres,  and  trailer 
for  rent.  Fish-stocked  river,  boating, 
bathing,  mountain  view,  and  cross 
country  skiing  Call  Marino  (617)  KI7- 
3642  or  write  Box  282,  Cambridge,  MA 
021 38. 


TYPESETTING  FOR 
GAY  COMMUNITY 

Use  our  facilities  (phototypesetter  plus 
IBM  Composer)  to  produce  your  book¬ 
let  or  publication.  Good  rates.  (We  are 
GCN’s  typesetter.)  Write  GCN  Box  69. 

Gay  Trips 

! BEACON  TOIUS 


24  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA 


LINDA  — 

742-1220 


MAKE  MAILING  EASIER 
Addressograph  machine  for  rent  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates  ($5.00  minimum).  Call 
Skip  or  Ann,  426-4469. 

Hypnotherapy  Rapid  Results.  Emo¬ 
tional  and  personal  problems,  licensed 
dr.,  fair  fees.  734-6996,  eve  739-1252. 
No  charge  for  1st  visit. 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN 

Classifieds,  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield 

St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

USED  BOOKS  WANTED  TO  BUY 
Wanted,  used  books  on  topics  of 
general  interest  to  women.  Call  Marge. 
354-0742. _ 

WOMEN  WANT  TO  START  A  USED 
BOOK  STORE? 

Women  interested  in  starting  a  used 
bookstore  w/ books  of  gen.  interest  to 
women,  please  c^ll  Marge  354-0742 


Do  You  Know: 

who  you  aren't?  what  you  don't  want? 
what  you  do?  how  you  feel?  wANT  TO 
MAKE  SOMETHING?  like  to  work? 
Really  smile.  If  so,  here  we  are.  Libow 
Pottery,  Harrisville,  N.H.  03450.  (603)- 
827-3388. 


Access  (Cambridge  Hotline) 
Adolescent  male  rap  session,  4-6  pm 
B’nai  Haskalah  (Gay  Jewish  group) 
Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus, 

GCN,  Box  9600 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Rap  Group 
Boston  Lavender  Theatre: 

Women's  group 
Men’s  group 

Cambridge  North /Brattle  Gays 
(write  c/o  Gay  Legislation) 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center  . 
Charles  Street  Meetinghouse 


661  -3900 
227-8587 
265-6409 


426-9371 

492-5220 

440-5220 

661-9362 

354-8807 

523-0368 


Cambridgeport  Gays,  c/o  GCN  Box  6500 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  227-9469 

Closet  Space  (WCAS),  740m  AM)  492-6450 

Daughters  of  Bilitis  262-1592 

Dignity  of  Boston, 
c/o  1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Fengay,  c/o  Tom  Nylund  267-1066 

Focus,  Women's  Counseling,  I86V2  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge  876-4488 

Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 

Freedom  440-8551  or  442-6029 

Framingham  Unicorn  Society, 

P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA  01701 
Gay  Hotline  (3-12  pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371  : 

Gay  Men's  Center  723-6268  or  491  -6968 

Gay  Recreational  Activities 

Committee  (GRAC),  c/o  GCN,  Box  8000 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  266-2069 

Gay  Alert  (for  gay  community 
emergency  only)  523-0368,  267-0764 

Gay  Media  Action,  c/o  GCN  Box  5000, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  523-1081 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance, 

c/o  GCN  Box  251,  Boston  02108 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900x2396 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau  547-1 451 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  &?.&  FM)  353-2790 

Gay  Legislation  '75,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

JFK  Sta. ,  Boston  021 44  491  -2787,  661  -9362 

Gay  Youth  Advocates, 

70  Charles  St.  227-8587 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Golden  Gays  482-8998 

Good  Gay  Poets  536-9826 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gays  495-1927 

Homophile  Community  Health  Svc.  542-5188 

Integrity/Boston.  P.O.  Box  2582  ,  02205 
Lesbian  Therapy  Research  Project  354-8807 


Lesbian  Liberation, 

c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Student  Homophile  League  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595Ma  ss.  Ay  661-8893. 
National  Organization  for  Women  267-6160' 

Northeastern  Gay  Students  Org., 
c/o  Student  Federation,  Rm.  152, .Ell  Ctr. 
Other  Fund,  Inc.  (Gay  United  Fund), 

P.O.  Box  1997,  Boston  02105  426-0412 

Other  Voices  Bookstore, 

30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
Project  Place  267-9150 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  843-5731 

Project  Lambda  227-8587 

Transvestites /Transgenderists: 

Frances  Craig,  P.O.  Box  291, 

.  MIT  Branch,  Cambridge  02139 
Transvestites /Transgenderists: 

Ariadne  Kane.  Box  161.  Cambridae  02140 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student  Activities  ' 
Office,  Medford,  MA  02155  776-0921 

Waltham-Watertown  Gays, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7100 

Women's  Comm.  Health  Ctr.,  Camb.  547-2302 


Quick 

Gay 

Guide 
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EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  617] 

Alcoholics  Together/Worcester  756-0730 

Dignity/ Merrimack  Valley, 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell,  01853 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  c/o  Postmaster, 

General  Delivery, 

Provincetown  487-3393,  487-3234,  487-3344 
Haverhill,  N.E.C.C.  Gay  Line,  M  8-10  am, 

T  6-8  pm ,  W  1 2-2  pm  327-0929 

Homophile  Union  of  Montachusett 
P.O.  Box  262.  Fitchburg  01420 


MCC/Worcester  756-0730 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 
Provincetown  Homophile  Assistance 
League,  Box  674,  Provincetown  02657 
New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1070 


WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  413] 

Amherst  Gay  Hotline  (men  &  women)  545-0154 
Clark  Gay  Alliance,  Box  A-70,  Clark  Univ., 
Worcester  01610 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  488 
Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01107 
Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gaybreak  Radio  (WMUA-FM ,  91 .9)  545-2876 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Hotline,  Westfield,  Mass.  (M&Tues.  9  pm-11 
pm)  568-9759 

MCC/Springfield,  64  South  Boulevard  St.,  West 
Springfield  737-7473 

•  Peoples  Gay  Alliance, 

UMass/Amherst  545-0154 

Sexual  Identity  Awareness  Org.,  Westfield 
State  College,  Parenzo  Box  197, 

Westfield  01085 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  583-3904 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton  586-2011 

RHODE  ISLAND  [area  code  401] 

Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westminster  St., 

Rm.  510,  Providence  274-4737 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231, 

Pawtucket  02861 

Gay  Women  of  Providence  831-5184 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service, 

Providence  274-4737 

MCC  Coffee  House,  Providence  274-1693 

MCC/Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.  274-1693 

VERMONT  [area  code  802] 

Counseling  for  Gay  Women  &  Men, 
c/o  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

158  Bank  St.,  Burlington  05401  863-1386 

Gay  in  Vermont,  Box  3216,  N.  Burlington  Sta., 
Burlington  05401  862-2397 

Vermont  Gay  Women  862-7770,  863-3237 

Women's  Switchboard  862-5504 

CONNECTICUT  [area  code  203] 

East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 
'George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

2031  Yale  St.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  523-9837 
MCC/Hartford  522-5575,523-9837 


Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National 
Gay  Archives,  1  Gold  St., 

Suite  22B,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal 

Flame  Universal  527-5612 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance,  c/o  Wesleyan 
Women's  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

Middletown  06457 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  [area  code  603] 

Seacoast  Area  Gay  Alliance, 

Box  1424,  Portsmouth  03801 
Women's  Group,  PO  Box  137,  Northwood  03261 
(Do  not  use  “gay"  on  any  mail  to  this  group) 

MAINE  [area  code  207] 

Brunswick  Gay  Women’s  Group, 

136  Maine  St.,  Brunswick  04011 
Gay  Rights  Organization  (GRO), 

P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04114 
Maine  Freewomen’s  Herald, 

Box  488,  Brunswick  04011 
Maine  Gay  Indians,  c/o  Deanna  Francis, 
Passamaquoddy  Library, 

Pleasant  Point  04667 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force/ MGTF  Newsletter, 

Box  4542,  Portland  04144 

NEW  YORK 

Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council, 

P.O.  Box  131,  332  Hudson  Ave., 

Albany,  NY  12210  (518)462-6138 

Gay  Community  Service  Ctr.,  1350  Main  St., 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

Dignity,  P.O.  Box  1554,  N.Y.,  N.  < .  10022 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  2, 

Village  Sta.  1001 4  966-7870 

Gay  Media  Coalition, 

Box  128  Ansonia  Sta.  10023 
Gay  Men's  Health  Project, 

247  W.  1 1th  St.  691-6969 

Gay  Switchboard  924-4036 

Gay  &  Women's  Alliance  for 

Responsible  Media,  370  Lexington  Ave., 

Suite  416,  N.Y.C.,  N  Y. 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educ  Fund  Inc. 

145  E.  52nd  St.,  NY  NY  10022  758-1905 

Lesbian  Feminists  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s 
Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691-5460 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

Mattachine  Society,  59  Christopher  St.. 

NY,  NY  1001 4  691-1066 

MCC/NewYork  691-7428,369-8513 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave  .  Rm.  506  741-1010 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 
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Boston,  Ben  Her,  N.Y.C.’s  5  piece  wo¬ 
men’s  disco  band,  will  make  their  first 
Boston  appearance  tonight  and  tomorrow 
night  at  The  Citadel,  22  Avery  St. 


Boston,  Gloria  Gaynor  will  make  two  addi¬ 
tional  performances  today  at  5  and  8  pm, 
at  Oz,  969  Commonwealth  Ave.  Tickets 
$5.00,  available  at  the  door. 


8  mon 


Cambridge,  Bread  &  Roses  presents  Cres¬ 
cent  Star  Cloth  Design  by  Cherrie  Cox 
today  thru  Dec.  21  at  134  Hampshire  St. 
Info  call  354-8371. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Wine  and  cheese  benefit 
for  Eromin  Center  will  be  hosted  from  6-9 
pm  by  Camp  Williamsburg  Inn,  251  Camac 
St.  Tickets  are  $10,  available  at  Eromin 
Center,  1735  Nandain  St.  or  at  door.  For 
info  call  (215)  732-3212. 

Morristown,  N.J.,  Barbara  Love,  author  of 
Sappho  Was  A  Right-On  Woman,  will 
speak  for  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County,  at  Morristown  Unitarian  Fellow¬ 
ship  on  Normandy  Heights  Road  off  of 
County  Route  510.  Info  call  675-0835. 


December  6  thru  28 


9  tues 


13  sat 


Boston,  Firesticks  —  A  Journey  into  Self- 
Respect,  theatrical  work  by  a  women’s  en-J 
semble,  8  pm  at  Boston  Center  for' the 
Arts,  551  Tremont  St.,  $2.50  donation 
benefits  Susan  Saxe  Defense  Fund.  Info 
call  876-2975. 


Boston,  Integrity  regular  meeting,  7:30 
pm,  Emmanuel  Church,  15  Newbury  St. 


Boston,  DOB  Birthday  Party  and  Open 
House,  8  pm,  419  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  323. 
All  women  invited  to  help  celebrate  our  6th 
birthday  and  renovate  quarters.  Cake  and 
cookies. 


Burlington,  Vt.,  UVermont  Gay  Dance  at 
Southwick  Hall,  Redstone  Campus,  9  pm; 
$1  donation  covers  dj  and  refreshments. 


Worcester,  Pot  Luck  Supper  at  Another 
Way  Drop-In  Center,  64  Chandler  St.,  7:30. 


14  sun 


Boston,  Gay  Community  Board  Meeting, 
Charles  Street  Meetinghouse,  70  Charles 
St.,  at  7:30. 


10  wed 


Boston,  Gay  Recreational  handball,  7  pm,| 
Paris  St.  Gym,  East  Boston.  Info  268-7240.! 


11  thurs 


Boston,  Gay  Men's  Center  meeting,  3  pm 
at  36  Bromfield  St.  Please  come,  your 
input  is  important. 


Boston,  Dignity  celebrates  its  3rd  anniver¬ 
sary  with  a  special  mass  at  1:30  pm,  St. 
Clements  Church,  1105  Boylston  St.  Pot 
luck  buffet  follows. 


Cambridge,  Bread  &  Roses  presents  Cres¬ 
cent  Star  Cloth  Design  by  Cherrie  Cox. 
Reception  2:30-5  pm,  134  Hampshire  St. 
Info  call  354-8371. 


Boston,  Gay  Recreational  soccer,  noon. 
Hatch  Shell,  Esplanade.  Info  268-7240. 


Cambridge,  GAU-NE  meeting,  2-4  pm,  first 
floor  parlor,  Phillips  Brooks’  House,  Har¬ 
vard.  Charles  Shively  will  speak  on  “The 
paradise  Gay  Teacher  as  Subject  and  Object.’’ 


Whldah.blrd 

V» 


Boston,  "Libera,”  a  women’s  radio  pro¬ 
gram  on  WBUR-FM  from  8-9  pm  will  host  a 
discussion  among  gay  and  straight  wo¬ 
men. 


Andover,  Dignity/Merrimack  Valley  open 
board  meeting  at  7:30  pm,  held  at 
Christian  Formation  Center,  River  Rd.  All 
welcome. 


12  fri 


'W 


16  tues 


Yellow  Warbler,  male. 


Portsmouth,  N.H.,  SAGA  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  at  75  Court  St.  at  7  pm.  This  will 
be  a  social  evening,  BYOB. 


Boston,  DOB  monthly  social  evening, 
devoted  to  singing  carols  and  other  songs. 
Songbooks  and  instruments  welcome.  All 
women  and  their  children  (12  or  under) 
invited.  7:30  pm  at  DOB  offices,  419 
Boylston  St.,  rm.  323. 


Worcester,  Nostalgia  Films  at  Another 
Way  Drop-In  Center,  64  Chandler  St.,  9 
pm. 


28  sun 


New  Haven,  Ct.,  “Come  Out  Tonight"  radio 
from  Yale,  WYBC-FM,  93.4,  7  pm. 


